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BACKGROUND

Before the Early Childhood Development Committee (ECDC) started formally meeting, Revelstoke early learning
service providers had a long history of working collaboratively to strive for the best outcomes for our children and
families. As part of the Success by 6 process, a cross-sectoral community table was formed in the spring of 2004
to begin the process of building community capacity around early years initiatives.

An Early Childhood Development Strategic Plan was released in January 2005. The ECDC has continued to meet
regularly and work collaboratively on the initiatives, strategies and actions identified in the plan. Community
surveys, parent feedback, EDI research, annual goal setting and participation in the provincial evaluation project
has continued to help guide our work.

Strong research evidence tells us that the early years are crucial and we must do all that we can to support children
and families. We know that the early years influence lifelong health, learning and behavior. We also know that a
child’s early experiences literally “sculpt” the developing brain.

According to B.C Stats 2010 data the current population of
Revelstoke is 7,934 of which, 4.8% of the population is under 5
years of age (compared to 4.9% provincially).1 We know that
offering quality early childhood development programs and
services is important; however, we also know that children’s
development is influenced by a variety of factors including
genetics, family environment, socio-economic conditions,
neighbourhood influences, and policy directions.

We must take a multifaceted approach that includes programs and
services, family supports as well as advocacy for strong municipal,
regional, provincial and national family policy.

It is crucial for the community and municipality of Revelstoke to
understand the societal and economic benefits of carefully
considering good family policies. Supporting families from pre-
conception, through birth, infancy and the early years will create
the best chance to affect long-term success for all of our children and our community as a whole.

The quality of a child’s early

years is a critical influence on the

course and outcome of that

child’s life. Children’s

development from before birth to

age six can affect their schooling,

occupational choices, and even

their lifelong health and well-

being.

~ Dr. Clyde Hertzman
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VISION

Revelstoke envisions a caring community that acknowledges, values and supports the shared responsibility
of investing in young children so that they may live, learn, play and dream in safe and healthy surroundings.

MISSION

Collaboratively, we will work to create a caring, aware community involved in supporting young children
(pre-conception to 6 years) and families to maximize every child’s individual potential.

GOALS OF THIS REPORT

 Consult parents, caregivers and service providers to gain an accurate picture of Revelstoke’s strengths,
resource base and concerns within the community.

 Identification of community assets using the Early Childhood Development Asset Framework. The
framework is composed of seven categories that together cover a broad range of community factors that
affect early childhood development and the community as a whole.

 Recommend and prioritize next steps to address gaps, challenges and dreams indicated by community
members as well as to achieve the most effective and sustainable system of services.

 Provide an update to monitoring outcomes and provide an opportunity for renewed planning and discussion
within the community.

PRIMARY GOALS

The ECD strategic planning process has continued to be guided by two long term overarching goals:

Our work on these goals is approached by considering objectives, strategies and actions in the areas of:
• Network of Community Supports and Services
• Improving Knowledge
• Access to Services
• Family Friendly Revelstoke

Goal 1: Ensure Revelstoke is family friendly and aware of the impact of early years.
Objectives:

 Improve the awareness of the importance of early childhood development and the
advantages of sharing the responsibilities within the community.

 Increased recognition and active involvement of the community’s responsibility to invest in
early childhood development.

 Increased community capacity to support the health and development of children.
Goal 2: Ensure families have equal opportunities for healthy early childhood development experiences
and activities.

Objectives
 Increase participation.
 Strengthen parent/caregiver capacity by developing skills, knowledge, confidence and

resiliency.
 Increase the opportunities for positive, interactive and culturally relevant early childhood

experiences.
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• Child Care
• Health
• Community Dreams

EARLY DEVELOPMENT INSTRUMENT (EDI)

The Early Development Instrument (EDI) research data provided by the Human Early Learning Partnership (HELP)
assists the ECDC in monitoring early child development outcomes. Revelstoke has participated in 4 waves of EDI
data collection.

The EDI is a Canadian-made research tool, developed at Offord Centre for Child Studies at McMaster University
and has been used in BC since 1999. The EDI is a population (or large group) measure and a way to understand
trends in the development of children and is not used to assess or diagnose individual children.2

“The EDI is most importantly a catalyst for action, a tool to engage the whole community in the important questions
of supporting children’s development.”

“An important goal of the project is to assist communities and policy makers in using the information to monitor early
child development, and in developing effective local and policy responses that help B.C.’s children and families
thrive.” 3 ~ Human Early Learning Partnership

Clyde Hertzman, director of HELP states that “The EDI gives us the average scores for groups of children and in
this way can help to determine the number of developmentally “vulnerable children” in a city, community or
neighborhood and the types of vulnerability they might be showing.” 4

The Early Development Instrument measures a child’s development in 5 areas:
Physical Health and Well-Being measures fine and gross motor development, levels of energy, and daily
preparedness for school.
Social Competence looks at a child’s overall social competence, responsibility and respect, approaches to learning
and readiness to explore new things.
Emotional Maturity considers pro-social behavior such as helping, tolerance, and empathy as opposed to
aggressive behavior, anxiety, hyperactivity, inattention and impulsiveness.
Language and Cognitive Development measures interest in books, reading and language as well as numeracy.
Communication Skills and General Knowledge considers a child’s communication skills and general awareness
of the world.

Our first wave of data, showed that 19% of Revelstoke children were found to be vulnerable on one or more scales
of the EDI. Wave 2 data saw School District 19 Revelstoke become the least vulnerable district in the province.
The overall vulnerability rate remained consistent in Revelstoke between Wave 2 through 4 (Wave 2: 12%, Wave 3:
7%, Wave 4: 10%). The vulnerability rate over the last three Waves indicates a trend of below 15 % of the children
in the SD19 population vulnerable on one or more of the developmental scales in Kindergarten. The B.C.
government made a goal of reducing EDI vulnerability to 15% by the year 2015 as part of their overall strategic
planning. The provincial trend over the last decade has seen nearly a third of children behind at kindergarten entry.

For more information on the Early Development Instrument and to view maps from communities around the
province, visit earlylearning.ubc.ca.
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BUILDING A NETWORK OF SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY SUPPORTS AND
SERVICES

What We Know

 There is a long standing history of strong partnerships and working together in the field of Early Childhood
Development in Revelstoke. It is important to continue these strong links that help create and support a
collaborative system of knowledge and referral.

 The more knowledge we have and the more collaboration there is between agencies and organizations the
more effective we can be for families.

 The Human Early Learning Partnership has identified that community action groups such as the Early
Childhood Development Committee will have more impact if they
have the following elements5:

o Strong intersectoral leadership
o A focus on local EDI outcomes
o Alignment between the school system and the early

care, learning and development sectors
o A plan to increase access to service by decreasing

barriers for families
o A commitment to advocacy

What We Are Doing

 There has been an Early Childhood Development Strategic Plan in place since 2005. An annual goal
setting session has enabled the ECDC to work together to identify priorities and implement projects.
Evaluation projects have taken place in 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2011.

 The ECDC has identified the role of a coordinator as a high priority to ensure that the work of the
committee is not falling to the side of the desk.

 Building capacity, trust and strong relationships has been identified as keys to maintaining a strong,
committed initiative. A Terms of Reference is in place to assist with the operation of the committee. The
committee works to use a consensus model whenever possible. The ECDC has found that returning to our
common vision and common goals is key to building a strong coalition.
Transparency regarding funds is a highly respected and regarded
practice at the committee.

 Most initiatives, programs and workshops involve partnerships, with
multiple organizations. The pooling and leveraging of funds has
become common practice to ensure that ECD resources have a wider
impact. Working together on projects such as workshops, Ready, Set,
Learn and the Three Year Old Health Fair illustrate the community of
practice that has been built.

 In Kind contributions to ECDC initiatives have been significant. This
amount is tracked annually. Examples of in kind amounts over the
years include $26,500, $51,100, to a high of $114,500.

 The ECDC was consulted by the Revelstoke Board of Education in the
development and opening of the StrongStart Early Learning Centre in
2006 and to determine priorities for the 2007 Early Learning Grant.

 The ECDC respects the collective expertise of administrators, early
childhood educators, early learning service providers and parents as

“We cannot afford to
postpone investing in
children until they
become adults nor can
we wait until they reach
school - a time when it
may be too late to
intervene. ”

(Nobel Prize in Economics,
2000)
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equal stakeholders. The goal is to eliminate any power imbalance at the committee table as we are all
there for the same purpose: to support the healthy development of our children.

 While it is challenging to do, we have learned the power of personalized services, responsive to individual/
family needs. It is encouraged practice that the service provider with first contact with a family, help
support that families’ connection to other programs, services and service providers.

• The ECDC continues to ask who is at the table and who is missing …it is key to continue to invite and
welcome new partners to the table.

• The Revelstoke Board of Education Neighbourhood Learning Centre site will open in 2012 and will result in
the co-location of multiple programs and services, establishing an ‘early learning hub’.

Objectives:
A. To create a collaborative, sustainable network of non-competitive supports, programs and services working

together to support early childhood development.
B. To value the people who work with and support families in our community.
C. To provide outreach services for our most vulnerable children and families.

Strategies/Actions Status

Objective A

1.
Sustain quality early childhood programming. Programs that are consistent over time become known
and well attended rather than the hit and miss of programs with inconsistent funding.

Ongoing

2. Advocate for sustainable funding to support long term implementation of strategic plan. Ongoing

3.
Maintain coordination to provide the capacity for supporting partnerships, leveraging of funds and a
collaborative approach which will address the strategies and actions identified through planning

Ongoing

4. Continue to annually evaluate community actions around early childhood development Ongoing
5. Consider funding opportunities as a group where it is reasonable and possible. Ongoing
6. Continue to invite and support participation in the ECD Committee Ongoing

7.
Provide orientation and history on the Early Childhood Development Committee to all new early
learning service providers and new committee members

Ongoing

8.
Continue to use a consensus decision making model for regular ECD Committee decisions, goal
setting, evaluation work and planning.

Ongoing

9.
Advocate for sustainable and sufficient funding for all supports and therapies for families with children
experiencing developmental delays.

Ongoing

10.
Continue to champion collaboration and to work cooperatively, share resources, leverage funds, share
expertise and support a cross-sectoral referral system to support children and families.

Ongoing

11.
Provide training opportunities in Revelstoke making workshops accessible to all local parents,
caregivers and early learning professionals.

Ongoing

12.
Continue to work collaboratively to address scheduling concerns and watch for duplication of service
to ensure best use of resources.

Ongoing

13. Continue to support all early identification initiatives in our community. Ongoing

14. Continue the universal offer of ASQ at 36 months of age. Ongoing
Objective B

15. Create an award to acknowledge outstanding service to families in our community. New Project

16.
Create a culture that values Early Childhood Development service providers and their efforts on behalf
of children.

Ongoing

17. Seek opportunities to acknowledge the contributions of early learning service providers. Ongoing
18. Advocate for the acknowledgment of the professionalism of early childhood educators. Ongoing

Objective C
19. Maintain outreach services and the capacity for personalized service responsive to family needs. Ongoing
20. Identify and connect families with similar experiences who can mentor and support each other.

21.
Increase/maintain capacity to create a responsive approach for families that need support but do not
access any current services.

Ongoing



Revelstoke Early Childhood Development Strategic Plan 2011 Page 8

IMPROVING KNOWLEDGE

What We Know

 We know that we could have the best programs in the world, but if people do not know about the service,
the program cannot provide the support and education it is meant to deliver.

 Information must be provided in both traditional ways such as newsletters, posters and ads; but we must
also continue to seek options of getting information to where people are looking such as Facebook,
websites and through locations throughout the community.

 We know that we must continue to ensure information is available and accessible as new families arrive in
the communities and children are born.

 In addition to providing information about the programs and services available, we must continue to build
awareness of the early years as a critical period of development.

 Local, regional and provincial policy makers must
understand the importance of effective child and family
policy and decision making.

 Families and service providers must have local access to
learning opportunities.

 Families must have high quality research based information
about the importance of the early years and their role in
supporting their child’s healthy development.

What We Are Doing

 Highly visible ECD Information Board centrally located at the Community Centre.
 Portable ECD Display Board for information sharing at events.
 Children’s Services Directory (updated for the most current contact and program information).
 Prenatal Directory.
 Monthly Children’s Calendar distributed in hardcopy at the Information Board, StrongStart Centre,

Community Connections, Public Health, Child Care Society and other service providers as well as through
an extensive email distribution list and on Facebook.

 Sharing research (ie. EDI), health statistics, latest developments through email and presentations.
 Full page information ad has been mailed to all addresses in the City of Revelstoke Leisure Guide then the

Revelstoke Printers Recreation Guide. It is key to get information out to the wider community so that the
wider community can become aware of the importance of the early years and refer their contacts to
appropriate services and resources.

 ECD information shared through partner newsletters, school newsletters and the Welcome to Revelstoke
Guide (2011) and website.

 ECD representatives participate in events: Ready Set Learn, 3 Year Old Fair, Children’s Events,
Workshops to ensure information is widely shared.

 Parent surveys were conducted in 2004, 2009 and 2011 to determine what programs and services families
are aware of and which are unknown.

 ECD coordinator attends community meetings to ensure that information about programs and services as
well as issues impacting child development and family support are shared.

 Professional Development Events including:
 Jane Healy (2006)
 Barbara Coloroso (2007)
 Mary Gordon (2008)
 Fiona Morrison (2009)
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 Vanessa LaPointe (2010)
 Jane Cobb (2011)
 Ongoing invitations to attend pro-d and workshops provided by community partners.

Objectives:
A. To raise community awareness of the importance of early childhood development.
B. To increase knowledge about existing resources, programs, services and educational information and

ensure it is easily found and accessible in our community.
C. To provide the opportunity for all families to be aware of and to access parenting education.

Strategies/Actions Status

Objective A

1.
Represent early childhood development perspectives and seek opportunities to share information
about the importance of the early years at community events, meetings, presentations and planning
sessions.

Ongoing

2.
Provide annual presentations on local Early Development Instrument results to increase knowledge
about the importance of the early years.

Ongoing

3.
Distribute ECD information through all early learning service providers and community information
locations.

Ongoing

4.
Create a culture of awareness of early childhood as a critical period of development through continuing
a series of published articles and presentations.

Ongoing

5.
Continue to provide workshop/presentation learning opportunities for parents and early learning
service providers.

Ongoing

6.
Continue the SAFER (Sexual Awareness For Everyone in Revelstoke) clinic providing family planning
and pre-conception information.

Ongoing

Objective B
7. Maintain the Early Childhood Development Information Board at the Community Centre. Ongoing
8. Maintain a children’s community calendar and Facebook page and website. Ongoing

9. Maintain an updated Children’s Services Directory and continue to distribute as needed. Ongoing

10.
Continue to share ECD minutes with the Board of Education and City Council in addition to each
ECDC active and associate member sharing with their organizations.

Ongoing

11. Continue to collect and share data regarding knowledge about current programs and services. Ongoing

12.
Provide information to Welcome Wagon staff on the programs and services available to children and
families.

Ongoing

13. Continue to support annual Interior Health 3 year old fair. Ongoing
14. Continue to support the Ready Set Learn initiative. Ongoing

15.
Distribute and communicate early childhood development information through multiple media and
formats including posters, emails, Facebook, newspaper etc.

Ongoing

16. Host or participate in community events to provide information to families and citizens. Ongoing
17. Continue to update and distribute copies of the Prenatal Directory. Ongoing

18.
Continue to share information with all community service providers to ensure knowledgeable referrals
to early childhood programs, services and resources.

Ongoing

Objective C
19. Promote and maintain parent education programs. Some progress
20. Promote parent and support workshop opportunities. Ongoing
21. Distribute parenting information through established programs. Ongoing
22. Promote the importance of family literacy. Ongoing
23. Promote Screen Smart materials for families and participate in the Screen Smart initiative. Sustain
24. Promote a culture where it is easy and acceptable for parents to ask for help. Ongoing
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ACCESS TO SERVICES

What We Know

 We know that there are multiple barriers that can impact a family’s access to programs and services.
 Barriers preventing children from accessing the services they need are better understood when the child is

placed in the context of family, community and parental culture. Barriers6 can include:
o lack of programs or services
o cost
o lack of transportation
o times offered
o services offered only in English
o fragmentation of services
o lack of information about services

What We Are Doing

 The ECDC has been working together since 2005 to address barriers through planning, awareness and
creativity.

 Program/service transportation offered in a variety of ways including one on one supported transport,
organization’s transport (van), taxi, or bus.

 A wide range of programs and services are offered and information is shared through all service providers to
ensure that any family can get the same information at multiple locations.

 Child Care /Kindergarten/ After School Care transportation access offered by school district bussing and RCCS
van.

 Early Childhood Development programs, workshops, presentations offered free.
 Widely share information regarding subsidy supports for child care, preschool, prenatal classes, sports access

and others.
 ECDC has created and maintained an “Access Contingency Fund” to offer a means of immediate flexible

response to a need or as a bridge to other subsidy options. Expenditures are reviewed at the committee level.
 Discussions take place regarding the need to review timing for programs to ensure programs are accessible to

families. As a result, Family Night Out is offered in the evening and
StrongStart extended hours have provided programming on winter
Saturdays and one day per week in the summer.

 Timing continues to be a difficult challenge as, depending on their
circumstances, families indicate that they would like increased
programming and programs offered during the morning, afternoon,
evening and Saturday/Sunday.

 The City of Revelstoke Family Recreation Pass is an important initiative
implemented with the opening of the Aquatic Centre in 2005, ensuring
that all families would have access to recreation facilities. The program is offered by the City and administered
through Community Connections. This key initiative ensures that low income families have access to the
Aquatic Centre, Arena and reduced costs for City offered recreation programs.

Objectives:
A. To encourage open and inclusive programming and services.
B. To address the barrier of cost
C. To address the barrier of transportation
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D. To address programming that welcomes all family members.
E. To address the barrier of timing for programs and services.

Strategies/Actions Status

Objective A

1.
Seek adequate funding and space to address waitlists and ensure that all who wish to participate
have the opportunity

Ongoing

2.
Maintain a contingency fund to address barriers that are unforeseen or not addressed by any other
fund or subsidy.

Sustain

3. Ensure staff is welcoming, qualified, and enthusiastic Ongoing

4.
Engage “hard to reach” families by establishing relationship and supporting their participation in
programs and services.

Ongoing

5.
Welcome and encourage all that are attending (including families of different cultures, single parents,
fathers; grandparents, extended family and caregivers.)

Ongoing

Objective B

6.
Continue to share information about resources and financial supports for low income families such
as Kid Sport and the City of Revelstoke’s recreation pass, Children’s Summer Day Camp
sponsorship program and financial support for prenatal classes.

Ongoing

7. Ensure that information regarding child care/preschool subsidy is widely distributed. Ongoing

8. Ensure that opportunities for free or low cost programming are widely advertised Ongoing

9.
Maintain a contingency fund to assist in reducing costs to low-income families in circumstances
where no other subsidy opportunity exists.

Sustain

Objective C
10. Offer transportation options to programs whenever possible. Ongoing

11.
Advocate for better transportation options for families, including improved bus scheduling and taxi
services.

Ongoing

12. Encourage car-pooling as the norm so that those without transportation have access without stigma.
Not addressed at

this time

13.
Consider feasibility of providing outreach at a closer location when transportation is identified as a
significant barrier for participants.

Not addressed at
this time

Objective D

14. Provide free child minding attached to programs that are only available to a narrow age group. Some Progress

15. Include multi-aged activities so that families with multi-aged siblings feel included. Some Progress

16.
Increase program staff, when appropriate, to assist with younger siblings or to encourage older
siblings to take a leadership role.

Some Progress

Objective E
17. Consider program timing from the family perspective as well as the organization’s perspective Ongoing
18. Collaborate to identify overlapping program times. Ongoing
19. Offer program options at various times of day including morning, afternoon, evenings and weekends. Some Progress

FAMILY FRIENDLY COMMUNITY

What We Know

Paul Kershaw states that:
 In 1976, the poverty rate for seniors in Canada was 29%. Now, it is less than 6%. By contrast, the poverty rate for

families with young children is more than double that of seniors.
 UNICEF ranks Canada among the very worst industrialized countries when it comes to investing in families with

preschool age children.
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 A typical Canadian couple will go without $10,000-$12,000 in after-tax income when parents share a year of parental
leave to care for a newborn. People in Sweden and Germany make different policy choices which mean the same
couple does not lose any after-tax income in those countries.

 Work-life conflict among adults with children under age six costs Canadian employers at
least $5 billion annually because of employee turnover, absenteeism, and health
insurance premiums. 7

 There are several issues that impact the quality of the family experience in
Revelstoke some of which include:

o Work-life balance
o Family friendly business practices
o community infrastructure
o cost of living
o recreational opportunities (including access to recreation – see above)

 We know that for Revelstoke to truly become a family friendly community it will be
key for service providers, businesses and city officials alike to consider their
policies, practices, locations and infrastructure through a family friendly/ child
friendly lens. 8

What We Are Doing

 The City of Revelstoke opened the downtown public washrooms year round in response to the need
identified by families. Families continue to request washroom facilities at all community parks.

 In 2005, playground revitalization was identified as a high priority by families as unsafe playground
equipment was being removed. A number of projects at Queen Elizabeth Park, Farwell Park and Beruschi
Park have increased opportunities for safe and free recreation opportunities for families.

 The number of change tables in both men’s and women’s washrooms has increased.
 The City of Revelstoke recreation pass has increased opportunities for low income families.
 Free music in the plaza throughout the summer continues to provide recreation opportunities for families.
 The Share the Word Community Book Exchange, Aquatic Books and the Building Family Libraries projects

provide the opportunity to ensure all families have access to books.
 Family Friendly Business Excellence Award was offered in 2009 and 2010.
 Free Toy and Clothing Exchange began in spring 2011 and was offered again in fall 2011. Families have

expressed that this is an excellent event that helps support their family and the cost of living.
 Annually celebrate National Child Day.
 Children’s events have been added to a number of community events to make them more ‘family friendly’.

Objectives:
A. To share family friendly community best practices
B. To encourage family friendly business practices.
C. To address the need for infrastructure that will create a more family friendly environment.
D. To ensure that recreational opportunities are available for families.

Strategies/Actions Status

Objective A

1.
Provide information to the Chamber of Commerce and local businesses regarding the difficulty of
maneuvering strollers. Create a list of ways they can help.

Not addressed at
this time.
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2.
Share data and information regarding the cost of living for families in Revelstoke and British Columbia
so that local government, policy makers and businesses understand the local and provincial realities
for families.

Some Progress –
information being

compiled.

3.
Advocate for all levels of government /policy makers to use the child/family friendly lens when
considering the impact of decisions.

Some Progress

4. Continue free clothing and toy exchange events Sustain
5. Continue to survey families to identify successes, challenges and concerns in the community. Sustain

6.
Ensure that affordable housing remains a concern for the community as it faces projected growth and
change.

Some Progress

7.
Coordinate with the municipality to ensure that the vision for the community involves consideration of
young children and families.

Some Progress

8.
Create a culture where community members are sensitive to the issues that are faced by single
parents.

Not addressed at
this time.

Objective B
9. Encourage business to provide a family friendly environment for the public and customers Some Progress

10.
Encourage business to become involved in community efforts that promote healthier families and
therefore help to create a stronger community

Not addressed at
this time.

11.
Encourage businesses to implement employment practices and policies that support families to
balance life and work responsibilities (ie. Flexible scheduling)

Some Progress

Objective C

12.
Continue to advocate for year round access to public washrooms downtown and in all community
parks for as much of the year as possible.

Some Progress

13. Continue to advocate for and support improved playgrounds for young children. Ongoing

14.
Encourage the development of bicycle paths to improve the safety of cycling for families with young
children.

Not addressed at
this time.

15. Continue to collect and share data regarding playground usage. Ongoing

Objective D

16. Create a booklet that lists free recreational activities for families Revelstoke.
Not addressed at

this time.
17. Participate in community planning for recreation opportunities for families with young children. Ongoing

18.
Continue to collect and share data regarding the recreation and infrastructure needs of families with
young children.

Ongoing

19.
Share information about subsidy programs such as Kid Sport and support families in completing
applications.

Ongoing

CHILD CARE

What We Know

In Canada:
 Household incomes are stagnant for young couples even though far more young women earn employment

income today. In the mid-1970s, 54% of Canadian women age 25-44 contributed to household income.
Today, the figure is 82%. (Kershaw)

 Canadians age 25-44 perform more employment hours and more unpaid caregiving than any other age
group.

 Workplace standards in Canada mean the typical employee works 300 hours per year (that’s over 8 weeks)
more than the typical Dutch, Norwegian and German employee.

 For children under age six, child care services cost most parents the equivalent of a second mortgage.9

 The British Columbia Ministry of Children and Family Development Child Care Subsidy provides subsidy
support for families. Families can apply for subsidy if they have an eligible child care arrangement and are
employed, seeking employment, attending school, have a medical condition, have a child attending a
licensed preschool. Families must also establish a financial need.
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 While there are waitlists for child care, families in Revelstoke are not experiencing the levels of child care
crisis experienced in other BC communities, particularly urban centres. Surveyed parents note the need for
more access to more child care options.

 Child care for shift workers and those working evenings and weekends remains a difficult challenge.
 Despite having an infant/toddler centre opened in 2008, care for children under 2 remains a considerable

challenge given the limited number of spaces available and the increased birth rate experienced in
Revelstoke over the past few years. In 2005, the birth rate was 72. The rate in 2009 was 93 and in 2010 it
raised to 97.

 Parents continue to note the desire for more flexible, casual child minding options.
 “The public saves an estimated $7.16 for every dollar originally invested in high-quality child care….Quality

early child care helps pre-schoolers – especially at-risk children – develop the social, emotional and
behavioral skills they need to be ready for learning at school.” 10

 The work of early childhood educators and child care providers needs to be highly valued. These jobs are
not high paying positions, but they are high impact positions that provide an invaluable service to families
and to the economic stability of our community.

 We know that time spent with families is an indicator of health and happiness, yet families are spending
more time at work and feeling severe time stress. 11

What We Are Doing

 There are excellent assets in our community which have increased since our first planning session.

2005 2011
2 licensed preschools 3 licensed preschools
1 licensed group facility

 3-5 year olds
1 licensed group facility with 4 programs:

 Infant and Toddler
 3-5 year olds
 School aged
 Preschool (counted above)

7 licensed family child care (max 7 children) 8 licensed family child care (max 7)
5 license not required (max 2 children) 3 license not required
1 occasional care program 1 occasional care program

 RCCS has expanded services to include infant/toddler care, preschool and school-aged care.
 RCCS has been providing transportation support to assist with transition from school to child care for

Kindergarten and after school care. This is a key service for
working families.

 Local professional development has been offered to support
child care providers, parents and families.

 RCCS celebrates early childhood educators, child care
providers and early learning service providers annually at
it’s Christmas Celebration, Child Care Appreciation event
held with the AGM and a token of appreciation on Child
Care Provider Appreciation Day.

 A livable wage is paid to child care providers
 Revelstoke CCRR provides one on one support to families

filling in subsidy applications.
 Advocacy has taken place by sharing research on the economic and early learning impact of quality child

care.
 Child Care spaces have been increased through sound vision supported by strong partnerships and by
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accessing granting programs.
 Neighbourhood Centre of Learning will open with an early learning hub which will include seamless care

from infant through school aged at Revelstoke Elementary School.

Objective:
A. To value the quality child care resources we have in our community.
B. To address the child care needs identified by parents.

Strategies/Actions Status

Objective A
1. Advocate for sustainable, local Child Care Resource and Referral services Ongoing
2. Advocate for quality child care as a key support for families, children’s development and our economy. Ongoing

3.
Provide local, accessible training to ensure child care providers have learning opportunities to help
them maintain quality programs.

Ongoing

4.
Demonstrate appreciation of early childhood educators and child care providers throughout our
community.

Ongoing

Objective B

5.
Continue to recruit qualified child care providers to maintain multiple care choices for families
(including Registered License Not Required, Licensed Family Child Care and Licensed Centre)

Ongoing

6.
Encourage child care providers to consider offering care options with flexible hours that fit shift work,
evening and weekend schedules.

Ongoing

7.
Continue to monitor community child care needs for infant/toddler, preschool, 3-5 care and after
school care

Ongoing

8. Advise current child care providers regarding families seeking child care drop-in options. Ongoing
9. Continue to monitor and respond to identified child care needs whenever feasible. Ongoing
10. Continue to support individuals seeking certification as an early childhood educator Ongoing
11. Continue to support individuals opening a child care business. Ongoing

HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

What We Know

 Early intervention is essential to improve outcomes for children with developmental delays or who may be
at risk for vulnerabilities.

 Families expressed concern about accessing their family doctor. If a child requires immediate care,
families must visit the on-call doctor or the hospital. Families may wait weeks for a non-urgent appointment
with their primary care physician. If young children only visit the doctor when they are ill, it creates a lack of
continuity if they are visiting a different on-call doctor each time. While a concern for Revelstoke families,
this is not a unique issue to Revelstoke.

 As indicated by the Human Early Learning Partnership EDI research, the health and wellbeing of children
can be looked at by considering the whole child (the 5 domains of child development).

What We Are Doing

 Early intervention services including the speech and language pathologist, infant development program,
supported child development, physiotherapy and occupational therapy are able to respond to support
families. In urban centres and larger regions, waitlists are delaying services by months and even years.

 Through IDP, SCDP and Autism programs at Community Connections, there is now access to specialty
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therapists in physical therapy and occupational therapy.
 Early prevention and screening programs such as the BC Early Hearing Program, vision screening and Lift

the Lip are locally offered.
 Screen Smart is an initiative that provides information, presentations and events to raise awareness for

families on how to manage media.
 Healthy Opportunities for Preschooler kits were provided to all preschools and child care centres
 LEAP (Literacy, Education, Activity, Play) training was offered to parents and early learning service

providers. LEAP BC resource materials (MOVE, HOP, TALK and Food Flair) have been shared throughout
the community and are available for loan from the Early Learning Lending Library.

 ECDC supports the Food Banks’s Snacks for Kids Program
 ECD service providers partner to provide information at the 3 Year Old Health Fair (which includes

information on programs, services, dental health, eye health, sun safety, speech services, early intervention
services and more).

 Baby Talk education series offered by Public Health.
 A Child and Youth Mental Health (CYMH) Psychologist is located and available in our community.
 FASD Key Worker outreach services are available to assist families in understanding Fetal Alcohol

Spectrum Disorder by providing education and information specific to the needs of the child and family.
 Information regarding subsidy and support programs is widely distributed.
 Health information is provided in widely distributed through the Children’s Services Directory, Prenatal

Services Directory, and the ECD information bulletin board (ie. subsidy programs, Lift the Lip, dental
information, prenatal information).

Objective:
A. To support the health and well-being of young children and families.

Strategies/Actions Status

Objective A

1.
Continue to provide information, tools and strategies for parents to make healthy lifestyle choices for
themselves and their children.

Ongoing

2.
Continue to support the Food Bank (as well as Baby Bundles) and all other supports that help families
meet basic needs.

Sustain

3.

Reduce the incidence of early childhood caries* by raising awareness of the importance of good oral
health for children under 6 and promoting the recommendation to visit a dental professional by age 1.

*Decay in infants and children is called early childhood caries (ECC) or baby bottle tooth decay (BBTD). It most
often starts causing caries in the upper front teeth but other teeth may also be affected.

Some Progress

4. Increase awareness of the free Healthy Kids dental/prescription eyewear plan Some Progress

5.
Ensure early learning service providers are aware of provincial health support programs such as
Healthy Kids, Save a Smile and others.

Some Progress

6.
Continue to share the latest research and provide education opportunities regarding the wide range of
factors that have an impact on the health of young children. (Including: childhood obesity, physical
inactivity, influence of media, smoke-free environments, safety awareness/injury prevention).

Ongoing

7.
Continue annual Baby Talk education series for parents including sessions on nutrition, speech
development, guidance, wellness etc.

Sustain

8.
Continue programs such as Infant Development Program, Supported Child Development Program,
Autism Program and the Small but Mighty parent group to support the health and wellbeing of children
and families.

Sustain

9. Increase awareness of post-natal supports for breastfeeding and Post-Partum depression Some Progress

10.
Identify community resources for respite care for families that do not qualify for existing programs. (ie.
multiple births)

Not addressed at
this time.
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ACKNOWLEDGING COMMUNITY DREAMS

What We Know

Formal surveys and informal discussions have resulted in a list of ideas and dreams that have been identified by
families as things they would like to see offered. These ideas are key insights into what families feel would add to
their experiences with their young children. While some dreams seem difficult to deliver, it is important to know
which opportunities will have an impact for families. For instance, in 2005, families identified a drop-in centre as
their highest priority. In 2006, the opportunity to host a StrongStart Early Learning Centre made that dream a reality.

What We Are Doing

 In 2006, the StrongStart Early Learning Centre opened. Partnerships
between the Board of Education and the Revelstoke Child Care Society
have resulted in extended hours to make the centre more accessible to
working families.

 A Water Park has continued to be a consistent dream articulated by
families. This is a difficult project given the high cost and short summer
season. However, opportunities to consider the feasibility of this project
continue to be sought.

 Leap Land was created in response to a need for an indoor gross motor
playspace and is offered free of charge.

 More summer programs for young children has been identified as a
dream. Play in the Park, extending StrongStart one day a week and
continuing PACT over the summer months have been the result.

Objective:

A. To recognize the ideas and dreams of families living in our community.

Strategies/Actions Status

Objective A
1. Music Program for tots and preschoolers Some Progress
2. Offer programs and services in languages other than English (preferred options = French, Spanish) Some Progress

3. An outdoor water play park
Not addressed at

this time.

4.
More family events. Examples include a monthly family fair, open gym nights, family games night, age
appropriate family sports such as floor hockey for older children in one room and playgroup in the
next.)

Some Progress

5. Parent and Child together fitness classes
Not addressed at

this time.
6. Develop a babysitting co-op Some progress

7. Offer parent and tot movie nights
Not addressed at

this time.

8. Offer afternoon playgroup
Not addressed at

this time.
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9. Offer targeted programs for Dads or a “Dad’s Day” to welcome more Dads to programs.
Not addressed at

this time.
10. Offer outdoor programs for young children Some progress
11. Offer more options for swim lessons Some progress

12. Offer year-round drop in sporting activities such as free gym time
Not addressed at

this time.
13. Offer a children’s summer festival Some progress

14. Build a playground in upper Arrow Heights
Not addressed at

this time.

15. Improve the Big Eddy playground
Not addressed at

this time.
16. Develop a block parent program Some Progress

HOW WE MEASURE SUCCESS

 Community satisfaction measured by both informal and
formal feedback.

 Annual evaluation and goal setting process

 Continued high collaboration and commitment of the
individuals and organizations participating at the ECD
Committee.

 Maintain high interest and participation in quality programs.

 Increase in the community’s understanding of the research
indicating the importance of early childhood development.

 Increased collaboration from local government, businesses
and health professionals.

 Continued use of the HELP research and EDI results and information to monitor early child development
and to assist in making research based decisions to support healthy families and child development.
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CONCLUSION
Strategies and actions were identified by feedback from families in our community; the knowledge and expertise of
our service providers and compelling research.

Next Steps:
 Feedback from community organizations and individuals will

continue to be sought through multiple forms of communication to
ensure that this document reflects current knowledge and the
views of members of our community. The Early Childhood
Development Strategic Plan will be considered a guide and
reference point for monitoring community action and early child
development outcomes. As a living document information will be
updated on a regular basis to ensure that planning continues to
be responsive to current knowledge and needs.

 The Early Childhood Development Committee (ECDC) will
continue to meet regularly and will participate in an annual
facilitated goal setting session to identify resources and priorities
each year.

 Implementation of Strategies and Actions will continue to be
prioritized by ECDC and community organizations as resources
become available.

 The Revelstoke ECDC will continue to participate in the provincial
evaluation process to identify successes and challenges.

While it is very important to consider the feasibility of the recommendations included in this report, it is equally
important to dream. To envision a future that meets all the needs of all children in our community. It is from
dreams that Revelstoke’s future will be built.

The strength of our entire community will continue to grow as we support the work of parents, families and
caregivers. We must continue to provide as much information, education, and resources as possible to give our
children every opportunity to become successful and to reach their full potential.

The quality of a child’s life

depends on decisions made

everyday in households,

communities and in the halls

of government. We must

make those choices wisely,

and with children’s best

interests in mind. If we fail to

secure childhood, we fail to

reach our larger goals for

human rights and economic

development. As children go,

so go nations. It’s that simple.

~ Carol Bellamy

Former Executive Director of

Unicef

1995-2005
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APPENDIX I

2011 Revelstoke ECD Committee

Active Membership:
Active members are community partners who wish to be informed of ECD activities and initiatives, and
wish to be part of the decision making process for the Revelstoke Early Childhood Development
Committee. Active members attend at least 50% of the meetings held from September through June of
each year. Information is shared at meetings and electronically. Feedback provided by an active
member unable to attend a meeting is shared at regular business meetings.

Active Member Name Affiliation
Linda Chell (Chair) Revelstoke Child Care Resource and Referral Coordinator

Revelstoke Child Care Society Executive Director
Carolyn Duncan (Vice-Chair) Speech and Language Pathologist, Interior Health Authority
Kristal Bradshaw (Secretary) Program Manager, Community Connections (Revelstoke)

Society
Tracy Spannier (Coordinator) Early Childhood Development Coordinator/ Community

Literacy Coordinator, Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy
Anne Cooper School District 19 Superintendent of Schools, Revelstoke

Board of Education
Jo-Ann Scarcella Public Health Nurse, Interior Health Authority
Rosetta Bernava Early Childhood Educator/ Jumping Jacks Manager of Care,

Community Connections (Revelstoke) Society
Amanda MacIntosh Infant Development Program Consultant, Supported Child

Development Program Consultant, Community Connections
(Revelstoke) Society, Parent

Tabatha Jones StrongStart Facilitator/ Early Childhood Educator/ School
District 19 Early Learning Coordinator

Jenny Stokman Early Childhood Educator/ Manager of Care at Stepping
Stones Child Care Centres

Inamarie Oppermann Child and Youth Mental Health Psychologist, Ministry of
Child and Family Development

Alan Chell Revelstoke Board of Education, Chair
Kerry Dawson Director of Parks, Recreation and Culture, City of

Revelstoke
Linda Dickson Mount Begbie Elementary, Kindergarten Teacher
Lorna Phelps Columbia Park Elementary, Kindergarten Teacher
Sonia Gagne-Maitre Mountain View Elementary, Kindergarten Teacher
John Yakielashek Ministry of Child and Family Development, Team Leader
Jane McNab Community Futures Director/ Retired Community

Connections Community Living Services for Children
Manager

Jill Zacharias Social Development Coordinator, City of Revelstoke
Meghan MacIsaac Parent
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Associate Membership:
Associate members are community partners who wish to be informed of ECD activities and initiatives,
but who prefer not to attend meetings. Information is shared electronically and feedback by associate
members is shared at regular business meetings.

Associate Member Name Affiliation
Kelly Silzer Jumping Jacks Preschool educator, Community Connections

(Revelstoke) Society
Cathy Girling Program Manager, Community Connections (Revelstoke)

Society
Debra Wozniak Special Projects Coordinator, Revelstoke Community

Foundation
Malcolm Bott Business Owner
Melody Kindret Financial Advisor, Revelstoke Credit Union
Pat Sieber Community Member, retired Kindergarten teacher
Jeanette Magarian Revelstoke Board of Education confidential secretary/ Child

Care Society Director
Patti Larson Program Manager, Community Connections (Revelstoke)

Society
Laura Leadbetter-Fuoco Public Health Dental Services Program, Interior Health

Authority
Zoe Knuff Okanagan Regional Library, Youth Programs
Joan Holzer Community Librarian, Okanagan Regional Library
Deb Anderson Executive Administrator, Community Connections

(Revelstoke) Society

Committee Structure:
Cross Sectoral representation: parents, Ministry of Children and Family Development, municipal
representatives, Revelstoke Board of Education, Interior Health Authority, business, finance, early
childhood educators, community service agencies and community partners.

Decision Making:
Decision making will follow the Terms of Reference agreed upon by the Revelstoke ECD Committee.

 Decision making will be by consensus. Consensus means “that everyone has the opportunity to
have their input listened to and considered.”

 Decisions that cannot be made by consensus will be made through a vote of the active members
(members who attend at least 50% of all ECD meetings between September to June). Major
financial decisions will be the responsibility of the active members.

In addition, while not specifically listed above; all parents, early childhood educators, child care
providers, health care practitioners, municipal government representatives are considered partners and
stakeholders in the early learning and development of the children of the community of Revelstoke.
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APPENDIX II

Acronyms:

BoE: Board of Education
CBAL: Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy
CC: Community Connections (Revelstoke) Society
CCRR: Child Care Resource and Referral
CF: Children First
CLSA: Community Living Services for Adults
CYMH: Child and Youth Mental Health
CYSN: Child and Youth with Special Needs
ECD: Early Childhood Development
ECDC: Early Childhood Development Committee
ECE: Early Childhood Educator
EDI: Early Development Instrument
ESL: English as a Second Language
HELP: Human Early Learning Partnership
IHA: Interior Health Authority
IDP: Infant Development Program
LOC: Literacy Outreach Coordinator
MCFD: Ministry of Children and Family Development
OC: Okanagan College, Revelstoke Centre
ORL: Okanagan Regional Library, Revelstoke Branch
PACT: Parent and Community Together
PALS: Parents as Literacy Supporters
RCCS: Revelstoke Child Care Society
RLAC: Revelstoke Literacy Action Committee
ROE: Roots of Empathy
RSL: Ready Set Learn
SAFER: Sexual Awareness For Everyone in Revelstoke
SB6: Success by 6
SCDP: Supported Child Development Program
SD19: Revelstoke Board of Education/ School District #19
SDC: Social Development Committee
SLC: Speech and Language Clinic (IHA)
SOE: Seeds of Empathy
SSC: Screen Smart Committee
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APPENDIX III

Revelstoke Early Childhood Development Assets:

Early Childhood Development Asset Framework: The framework is composed of seven categories that together cover a broad range of
community factors that affect early childhood development and by extension the community as a whole.

1. Child and Family Friendly Environment
2. Maternal and Child Health
3. Family Support
4. Quality Child Care
5. Education and Early Literacy
6. Recreation and Culture
7. Early Intervention Supports and Therapies

Child and Family Friendly Environment:
the assets, programs and services that create and promote an atmosphere that is welcoming to families with young children. Includes key
policy, funding, support for work-family life balance and elements of economic security, community planning, land use, housing, safety
measures and physical assets.

Program/Service Organization Contact Age Range Comment
Child Care Subsidy Ministry of Children

and Family
Development

Revelstoke
CCRR
250-837-6669

n/a

Children’s Charter n/a To be endorsed in January 2012
Children’s Services
Directory

Revelstoke ECD
Committee

250-837-6669 Prenatal-6

Community Development
Action Plan

City of Revelstoke Social
Development
Coordinator
250-814-3875

n/a

Community Justice
Advocate

Community
Connections

250-837-2920 n/a Assists community members by informing
them of their rights and assisting them in
accessing and problem solving with
government agencies

Community Safety Assets
including: RCMP,
Ambulance Services, Fire
Department, local
Emergency Room
services at hospital

Various Various n/a

Early Childhood
Development Committee

Cross sectoral
committee

250-837-6669 n/a Planning, community development,
advocacy and education around early
childhood development

Early Childhood
Development Strategic
Plan

Revelstoke ECD
Committee

250-837-6669 n/a

ECD Access Contingency Revelstoke ECD
Committee

250-837-6669 Families with
children
under 6

Contingency funds held to support parents
so they can access early childhood
development programs and services.

ECD Information Board Revelstoke ECD
Committee

250-837-6669 n/a Located at the Revelstoke Community
Centre in the lobby.

Family Law Duty Council Legal Aid 250-545-3666 n/a A lawyer available to provide general legal
information and assist people with
questions about family law issues.

Housing Outreach
Program

Community
Connections

250-837-2920 Individuals
and families

Assists persons who are homeless, or at
extreme risk of becoming homeless, to
access housing in Revelstoke.

Prenatal Services Revelstoke ECD 250-837-6669 Prenatal
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Directory Committee
Preschool Subsidy Ministry of Children

and Family
Development

Revelstoke
CCRR
250-837-6669

n/a

Revelstoke Community
Housing Society

City of Revelstoke 250-837-5345 n/a The primary objective is to provide, manage
and promote a range of affordable
housing options within the city of
Revelstoke that are accessible to local
residents.

Social Service Directory City of Revelstoke Social
Development
Coordinator
250-814-3875

n/a http://www.revelstokesocialdevelopment.org

Welcome Baby Visit Welcome Wagon 250-837-5890 New baby
Welcome to Revelstoke
Guide/ Website

Social Development
Committee

250-814-3875 n/a http://www.welcometorevelstoke.org

Young Children’s
Calendar

Revelstoke ECD
Committee

250-837-6669 Prenatal-6

Maternal and Child Health
The services that support positive pregnancy, birth, and physical and mental health outcomes in children. Includes basic survival needs,
access to health care etc.

Program/Service Organization Contact Age Range Comment
Baby Bundles Community

Connections
250-837-2920 Prenatal – 1

yr
Provides prenatal vitamins/ baby layette/
additional nutrition and referral to other
resources

BC Early Hearing
Program

Interior Health
Authority

Public Health:
250-814-2244 or
Speech-
Language:
250-837-4285

Newborn Goal to screen all babies by one month of
age

Child and Youth Mental
Health

MCFD 250-837-7612 All ages providing children and their families access
to a basic continuum of timely, evidence-
based mental health consultation,
assessment and treatment service

Counseling and
Consultation Services

Community
Connections

250-837-2920 All ages Individual, group and family services.
Includes Choices and the Family
Enrichment program. Private counseling
services also available – see Social
Services Directory.

Community Garden Community
Connections

250-837-2920 All ages Growing nutritious food and contributing to
family food security

Emergency Child Care
First Aid and CPR

Okanagan College 250-837-4235 Parents and
caregivers

An overview of First Aid and CPR
techniques for individuals who care for
infants or children in the workplace or at
home.

Family Physicians/
Pediatrician (monthly)

Selkirk Medical Group 250-837-9321 All ages Family medical services

Food Bank Community
Connections

250-837-2920 All ages Located at the Revelstoke Legion.

Health Services: dentists,
physiotherapy,
optometrists, pharmacies

Various See Social
Service Directory/
Welcome to
Revelsotke Guide
for locations and
numbers.

All http://www.revelstokesocialdevelopment.org

HealthLink BC/ Dial a
Dietitian

811 All ages
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Immunization Revelstoke Public
Health Unit (Interior
Health Authority)

250-814-2244 n/a Free immunizations protect children from 12
different diseases. Given at 2, 4, 6, 12, and
18 months

Kids Snack Program Community
Connections

250-837-2920 Birth – 18 yrs Children in low income families are
provided with snacks to take to child care,
preschool or school

Lift the Lip Interior Health
Authority

1-866-847-4372 1-3 years Free dental checks and cavity prevention
sessions as per current dental
recommendations for young children

Mother Risk Mother risk 1-877-327-4636 Mothers www.motherisk.org

Nutrition Services Interior Health
Authority

250-814-2276 Promotion of good health through nutrition
information. Private nutrition services
available – see Social Services Directory.
Also available through the IDP and SCDP

Occupational Therapy Queen Victoria
Hospital

250-837-2131 All ages Doctor referral required. Private services
are also available – see Social Services
Directory. Also available through the IDP
and SCDP

Physiotherapy Queen Victoria
Hospital – IHA

250-837-2131 All ages Doctor referral required. Private services
are also available – see Social Services
Directory.

Post Partum Support Public Health
Pacific Post Partum
Society

250-814-2244
604-255-7999

Mothers www.postpartum.org

Prenatal Classes Okanagan College 250-837-4235 Prenatal 4 sessions, financial assistance available.
Public Health Services Revelstoke Public

Health Unit (Interior
Health Authority)

250-814-2244 All ages Prenatal information, new parent support,
health information and referrals

Queen Victoria Hospital Interior Health
Authority

250-837-2131 All ages Locally based health services

Red Cross Loan
Cupboard

Red Cross volunteers 250-814-7767 or
250-837-3738.

Medical supplies and equipment available.

Respite Care Community
Connections

250-837-2920 Birth – 19
years

Available to those who meet eligibility
criteria

Revelstoke Mental Health
and Substance Use
Services

Queen Victoria
Hospital – IHA

250-837-2241 Adults

SAFER (Sexual
Awareness for Everyone
in Revelstoke)

250-837-2920
1-800-739-7367

Adults Confidential, unbiased and non-judgmental
services open to all ages. Low cost birth
control, pregnancy tests, and sexually
transmitted disease testing. Someone to
talk about relationships and your sexual
and reproductive health

Selkirk Medical Clinic 250-837-9321 All ages Locally based health services – family
physicians available week days.

Nursing Support Services Interior Health 811 or 814-2244 Birth - 19 Assists parents and caregivers to help
children with special healthcare needs lead
active, healthy lives in their communities.
NSS facilitates safe, consistent care and
appropriate health support in a variety of
locations including home, school and child
care settings.

Trees for Tots Revelstoke Trees for
Tots Society

Larry Parsons
(250) 837- 2143

0-19 yrs Provides funds for Revelstoke Childrens'
medical needs that are not covered by
British Columbia Medical Services
Plan. This includes extra travel or other
expenses within the capactiy of funds
available and the need of the persons
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seeking the financial help.

Family Support
Family support refers to universal or targeted services designed to strengthen parent-caregiver capacity by focusing on attachment and
bonding; developing child-rearing skills, knowledge and confidence; promoting positive, interactive parenting styles; encouraging
intergenerational and neighbourhood networking; and timely access to ECD information and referrals.

Program/Service Organization Contact Age Range Comment
Baby Talk Revelstoke Public

Health (Interior Health
Authority)

250-814-2244 Up to 1 year Guest speakers providing information
on a variety of topics

Children’s Services
Directory

Revelstoke ECD
Committee

250-837-6669 Birth – 6 years

Community Kitchen Community
Connections

250-837-2920 parents Parents learn about nutrition,
budgeting and reading recipes

Community Speakers,
professional development
and presentation
opportunities

Various Offered via community partnerships.

Early Learning Resource
Lending Library

Child Care Society 250-837-6669 Birth-6 years Includes board books, story books,
parent resources, child care resources
and early learning toys as well as CDs
and DVDs.

Foster Care MCFD 250-837-7612 All ages
Free Clothing and Toy
Exchange

Child Care Society 250-837-6669 All ages Bi-annual event to exchange toys and
clothes. No money is exchanged.

Ministry of Children and
Family Development

250-837-7612 All ages Offering multiple family supports and
referrals based on family needs

Parent and Community
Together (PACT)

Community
Connections

250-837-2920 Birth-6 yrs Informal drop-in group for any family
with preschool aged children. Funded
by CAP-C (Public Health Agency of
Canada)

Parent Help Line 1(888) 603-9100

Play in the Park Revelstoke Child Care
Society

837-6669 Birth – 6 years Offered in the park during the summer
months.

Prenatal Services
Directory

Revelstoke ECD
Committee

250-837-6669 Pre-
conception to
1 year

Screen Smart Initiative Screen Smart
Committee

www.screensmart.ca All ages Helping families manage media

Young Children’s
Calendar

Revelstoke ECD
Committee

250-837-6669 Prenatal -6
years

Quality Child Care
Refers to services that provide or support, quality child care programs. Child care supports early childhood development and is a key
access point for other ECD services and support labour force participation, educational advancement, and community involvement.

Program/Service Organization Contact Age Range Comment
Child care referral,
resources, toy lending,
training

Child Care Society
(RCCS)

250-837-6669 n/a Programs include Child Care Resource
and Referral, Early Learning Resource
Library

Occasional Care City of Revelstoke
(Toddler Time)

250-837-9351 2 yrs Note: child minding is a different license
than child care

License Not Required –
Family Child Care

Number of child care
providers varies

Contact info
available @ RCCS

Infant-school
aged

Caring for up to 2 children

Licensed Family Child
Care

Number of child care
providers varies

Contact info
available @ RCCS

Infant-school
aged

Caring for up to 7 children

Licensed Group Child Stepping Stones Child 250-837-5855 Infant-school 1 facility serving 4 different age groups
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Care facility Care aged (First Steps to Stepping Stones,
Stepping Stones, Stepping Stones, Too
plus Leap and Learn).

Preschool City of Revelstoke (Cool
Kids)

250-837-9351 3-5 yrs

Preschool Jumping Jacks 250-837-5773 3–5 yrs
Preschool Leap and Learn 250-837-6669 3-5 yrs
Professional Development
for child care providers
and ECEs

CCRR and community
partners

250-837-6669 Adults Professional development is usually
offered via community partnerships and
is part of the CCRR mandate to support
family child care providers through
training and education.

Education and Early Literacy
Refers to programs and resources that promote and support the development of emergent literacy, language skills, and continuing
education and learning.

Program/Service Organization Contact Age Range Comment
Book, CD, DVD lending Okanagan Regional

Library
250-837-5095 All

Books for Babies Columbia Basin
Alliance for Literacy

250-837-6669 Infants Offered in partnership with Public
Health and Okanagan Regional Library

Early Learning Resource
Lending Library

Revelstoke Child Care
Society

250-837-6669 Families and
Child Care
Providers

Includes board books, story books,
parent resources, child care resources
and early learning toys as well as CDs
and DVDs.

Family Night Out Columbia Basin
Alliance for Literacy

250-837-6669 All An evening program for the whole
family which includes multi-age group
activities.

Literacy Awareness
Events

Columbia Basin
Alliance for Literacy

250-837-6669 Varied

Mother Goose Columbia Basin
Alliance for Literacy

250-837-6669 Birth - 4 Rhymes, songs and stories are shared.
Parents are provided with information
on oral language and brain
development.

Okanagan Regional
Library – Revelstoke
branch

Okanagan Regional
Library

250-837-5095 All ages Book lending

Parents as Literacy
Supporters

Columbia Basin
Alliance for Literacy

250-837-6669 5-6 Parent workshops and activity sessions
take place with Kindergarten families.

Reading Rug Storytime Castle Joe Books 250-837-3353 All Offered at Castle Joe Bookstore free for
all children.

Ready Set Learn Revelstoke Board of
Education

250-837-2101 3 Open house events at each school
including age appropriate activities, a
meal and take home kit

Roots of Empathy Various 250-837-6669 5-13 Empathy based programming for school
aged children.

Seeds of Empathy Jumping Jacks
Preschool – Community
Connections

250-837-5773 4-5 yrs Empathy based programming for
preschool aged children.

Share the Word Book
Exchange

Columbia Basin
Alliance for Literacy

250-837-6669 All Free books to borrow and bring back or
to keep. 8 locations throughout the
community.

Story Adventure Kits Columbia Basin
Alliance for Literacy

250-837-6669 2-6 Take home kits can be borrowed for
free. Kits include a book and engaging
activities for families to explore together.

Story Time Okanagan Regional
Library

250-837-5095 3.5 – 5 years Stories, songs and fingerplays with
preschool aged children.

StrongStart Early Learning Revelstoke Board of 250-837-1273 Birth-5 yrs Free early learning drop-in program for
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Centre Education families with young children.
StrongStart Extended
Hours

Revelstoke Child Care
Society

250-837-6669 Birth- 5 yrs

Tales for Tots (Time for
Two)

Okanagan Regional
Library

250-837-5095 2-3 years Parents participate in stories, songs and
fingerplays with their young child.

Wee Read Okanagan Regional
Library

250-837-5095 Birth – 18 mo Parents participate in stories, songs and
fingerplays with babies and toddlers.

Recreation and Culture
Refers to programs and resources that encourage the involvement of young children in community recreation and cultural activities.
Programs that promote active and healthy lifestyles, strengthen cultural identity, and develop community spirit.

Program/Service Organization Contact Age Range Comment
Aquatic Centre City of Revelstoke 250-837-9351 All ages
Children’s Adventure
Summer Day Camp

Community
Connections

250-837-2920 5-11 years Camp operates during summer only with
weekly themes

Children’s sport
opportunities

Revelstoke Youth
Soccer Association/
Revelstoke Minor
Hockey/ Skating/
Swim Lessons/
Revelstoke Acrobats/
Karate

250-837-9351 All ages For up to date information on available
recreation opportunities for young children
call the Revelstoke Community Centre, see
the Revelstoke Leisure Guide or go online
to: www.cityofrevelstoke.com

Community Garden North Columbia
Environmental Society

250-837-4290 All ages

Leap Land Revelstoke Board of
Education

250-837-2101 Up to 5 years Indoor playspace for young children.

Parks & Playgrounds City of Revelstoke 250-837-9351 All ages Big Eddy Park
Beruschi Park
Centennial Park
Kovach Park
Moose Park
Queen Elizabeth Park
Woodenhead Park
Williamsons Lake Playground
Farwell Park (in partnership with the
Dramatic Order of the Knights of Khorassan)

Playgrounds School District #19 250-837-2101 All ages Arrow Heights Elementary
Columbia Park Elementary
Mount Begbie Elementary
Mountain View Elementary
Big Eddy Elementary (??)

Recreation and Culture
information resources for
young children

City of Revelstoke/
Revelstoke Early
Childhood
Development
Committee

250-837-9351
250-837-6669

Young
children and
families

A list of art/culture, recreation and spiritual
organizations and opportunities are listed in
the Social Services Directory at
http://www.revelstokesocialdevelopment.org.
Event and program information is available
in the City’s Leisure Guide or the RECDC’s
Children’s Services Directory/information
board or monthly calendar.

Recreation Pass for Low
Income Families

City of Revelstoke 250-837-2920 All ages This is a City of Revelstoke program
administered through Community
Connections
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Early Intervention Supports and Therapies
Refers to a wide range of programs that provide targeted, clinical and therapy supports to children with disabilities, children facing
developmental delays or any child exposed to risk conditions. It also serves families who require emergency or ongoing extra support to
care for their children.

Program/Service Organization Contact Age Range Comment
Ages and Stages Initiative Early Childhood

Development
Committee

250-837-6669 3 years An offer to be made by all early
childhood service providers to families
when a child turns 3

Community Connectors Community
Connections

250-837-2920 5-19 years Must meet eligibility criteria/ diagnosis

Autism Intensive Early
Intervention

Community
Connections

250-837-2920 2-6 Must meet eligibility criteria/ diagnosis
Through Community Connection’s
Intensive Early Intervention programs
for those diagnosed with Autism
Spectrum Disorder, they offer a social
skills group, a yoga class and a
gymnastics class. Children involved in
these programs also have access to a
Behavioural Consultant, Physical
Therapy assessment and consultation,
and Occupational Therapy assessment
and consultation.

Children and Youth with
Special Needs (CYSN)

Ministry of Children and
Family Development

250-837-9446 0-19 The CYSN Social Worker can aid in the
assessment and approval process for
Autism funding as well as those children
with developmental delays and severe
physical disabilities.

Developmental Screening Revelstoke Public
Health (Interior Health
Authority)

250-814-2244 18 months +
other ages

Using Ages and Stages Questionnaire

FASD Key Worker Shuswap Children’s
Society

(250) 833-0164
ext. 7

Birth – 19 yrs FASD Key Workers assist families in
understanding Fetal Alcohol Spectrum
Disorder

Infant Development
Program

Community
Connections

250-837-2920 Birth-3 years Developing screening/assets and
monitoring

Small by Might Playgroup Community
Connections

250-837-2920 Birth + For families that have experienced
complicated pregnancy, delivery or post
birth challenges.

Speech – Language Clinic Speech-Language
Clinic (IHA)

250-837-4285 Birth – 6 yrs Individualized service to improve
communication skills of children

Supported Child
Development

Community
Connections

250-837-2920 3-7 years Focus is helping child fully participate in
child care or preschool program




