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Revelstoke Board of Education 
 

Superintendent’s Annual Report  
on Student Achievement 

 

December 2008 

 

 
Introduction 
 

Section 22 of the School Act requires that the Superintendent of Schools prepare and submit a 

report on student achievement for the previous year.  It is with a great deal of pleasure that I 

provide this report for the Board of Education, parents, community partners and citizens of 

Revelstoke. 

 

 

Our Goals Are Being Realized – Student Achievement At High Levels 
 

Literacy – To Increase Students’ Reading Achievement 
 

Target:  90% of our 

students reading at 

grade level by the 

end of Grade 3 

 

At the end of the 2007/2008 school year, 91% of all grade 3 

students met or exceeded our reading benchmark.  This is the fifth 

successive year that over 90% of our students left grade 3 with the 

reading skills they need for the intermediate program. 

 

As a result of the success of our district’s early identification and 

intervention processes, it came as no surprise to us that 96% of our 

students met or exceeded expectations on the 2008 Foundation 

Skills Assessment.  All Aboriginal students who wrote the 

assessment met expectations.  This represents the highest ever 

percentage of students achieving at this level in our district.   

 

Target:  90% of our 

students reading 

fluently by the end 

of Grade 7 

 

In June of 2008, 91% of our grade 7 students met or exceeded the 

district benchmark for fluency.  This is the second successive year 

we have met our target.  

 

2008 Foundation Skills Assessment results indicate that 85% of 

Revelstoke’s grade 7 students met or exceeded expectations with 

80% of our Aboriginal students successful. 

 
 

 

Graduation – To Increase the Numbers of Students Who Graduate 
 

Target:  90% of our 

students graduating 

 

Six year Dogwood completion rates in our school district have shown 

steady improvement over the last decade.  The graph below reflects 

the significant improvement from 1998/1999 (72.3%) to 

2006/2007 (82.1%).  In 2007/2008 a new target was set to have 

90% of our students achieve a Dogwood Diploma. 
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Target:  Increased 

grade to grade 

transition rates  

 

 

Grade to grade transition rates to grade 12 within five years has 

risen to 85% in 2006/2007.  

 

 

A School System To Be Proud Of – Success Achieving Goals 
 

Numeracy 

 
As a result of steady improvement annually in the area of numeracy at both grade 4 and grade 

7, the district set aside its numeracy goal at the end of the 2006/2007 school year.  At that 

time, the percentage of students meeting or exceeding expectations on the Foundation Skills 

Assessment in grade 4 rose from 76% in the 1999/2000 school year to 94% in the 

2006/2007 school year.  In grade 7 we also saw significant improvement with 83% of our 

students meeting or exceeding expectations on the Foundations Skills Assessment. 

 

Social Responsibi lity 

 
Over the past seven years the district has worked very successfully to enhance the social 

responsibility of our students.  Evidence from the Social Responsibility Performance Standards, 

our school based data regarding incidences of misbehaviour and student and parent satisfaction 

levels all indicate that we have made the improvements that we had set out to accomplish.  As 

a result, this goal was set aside at the end of the 2007/2008 school year.   

 

Subsequently, the district has maintained its vigilance in ensuring that schools maintain 

comprehensive codes of conduct with a thorough review using the provincial standards.  Our 

most recent data indicated that record levels of grade 4 students feel safe at school and know 

how their school expects them to behave.  At the grade 10 level, 25% more students now feel 

safe at school. 

 

In 2007/2008: 

•  The overall six year  

Dogwood completion rate 

was 80%; however, of the 

100 students registered in 

grade 12, 97 graduated or 

fulfilled the requirements for 

a School Completion 

Certificate  

•  Aboriginal students’ six year 

Dogwood completion rate 

was 66% 
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A School System Supporting All Learners 
 

 

Grade 8 and 9 Literacy 
 

Last school year, the groundwork was laid to extend our literacy goal beyond K - 7.  The Gray 

Oral Reading Test has been administered to current grade 8 and 9 students who are not reading 

fluently and any new students to Revelstoke Secondary School.  Students not meeting the 

district benchmarks are then supported individually so they may reach higher levels of fluency 

and success.  We were pleased with the very low failure rates in grades 8 and 9 in the first term 

of this school year. 
 

 

Secondary Student Academic Success 
 

We are focusing on secondary students’ day-to-day success.  We aim to make it difficult for 

students to fail or perform at lower levels of achievement than they are capable.  As a result we 

are seeing very small numbers of students experience a lack of success; for example, on the 

English 10 provincial exam – only 7 of 94 students achieved less than 60%.  The average exam 

score for English 10 was 74% with the subset of our Aboriginal students achieving a 69% 

average.  
 

 

Support ing Students Who Are Gifted and Talented 
 

The Board has supported additional staff resources at the school and district level to set a 

direction, implement an identification and referral process, and provide instructional support for 

gifted students grades 4 – 12. 
 

 

Support ing Students With Special Needs 
 

We are implementing a well-researched problem solving model to support students who are not 

experiencing success. We have record levels of Educational Assistant staff supporting a wide 

range of student needs using a variety of intervention strategies. School, district and 

community teams work with high levels of collaboration to identify and further support students 

in need. 
 

 

The Board of Education’s Expanded Mandate 
 

Ear ly Learning 
 

We continue to enjoy significant success in early learning, highlighted by the most recent Early 

Development Instrument data from the Human Early Learning Partnership indicating that the 

community of Revelstoke is the least vulnerable in the province.  We credit this success to the 

strength of our inter-sectoral coalition supporting young children in our community.  The Early 

Childhood Development Committee remains committed to supporting all of Revelstoke’s 

children, one student at a time.   The district continues to provide support and leadership 

wherever possible to the Early Childhood Development Committee and to other districts in the 

province.   
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Our StrongStart program is an overwhelming success.  It was the first centre to open in the 

province and we continue to enhance the facility’s use for other early learning programs and 

services, most notably the Revelstoke Community Child Care Society pre-school, Leap and 

Learn.  

 

Our Early Learning grant, generously provided by the Ministry, has supported a large number of 

initiatives in our community.  Leap Land, an indoor play space supporting gross motor 

development, opened last school year at Mountain View Elementary School.  We have worked in 

partnership with the Revelstoke Community Child Care Society to open 20 new school aged 

spaces in our community. Further, we have partnered with the Revelstoke Community Child Care 

Society to support the opening of eight infant and toddler spaces in our Farwell hub. 

 

 

Community Literacy 

 
Our Board of Education was selected as one of ten demonstration districts for literacy planning.  

We have refined and enhanced our District/Community Literacy Plan to incorporate the 

ReadNow BC strands and to reflect our current successes and challenges.  

 

 

Screen Smart 

 
The District plays a large role in a community wide initiative entitled, “Screen Smart - Helping 

Families Manage Media”.  We are currently sharing resources throughout the province and will 

shortly be releasing our Screen Smart website for parents to use as a resource.  We know that 

too much time involved with screens represents many lost opportunities for healthy physical 

activity, play and literacy. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne Cooper 

Superintendent of Schools 


