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Revelstoke Board of Education 
 

Superintendent’s Annual Report 
on Student Achievement 

 

December 2010 
 
 

Introduction 
 
Section 22 of the School Act requires that the Superintendent of Schools prepare and submit a report on 
student achievement for the previous year.  It is with a great deal of pride and pleasure that I provide this 
report for the Board of Education, parents, community partners and citizens of Revelstoke. 
 

Our Goals Are Being Realized – Student Success At High Levels 
 
Literacy – To Increase Students’ Reading Achievement 
 

 

 
Target:  90% of our 
students reading at 
grade level by the end 
of Grade 3 
 
All students not reading 
at grade level will be 
identified and supported 
with an Individual 
Education Plan, learning 
assistance and/or 
individualized literacy 
interventions. 

 
At the end of the 2009/2010 school year, 95% of all grade 3 students met or 
exceeded our district reading benchmark.  This is the seventh successive year that 
over 90% of our students left grade 3 with the reading skills they need for continued 
success. 

 

As a result of the success of our district’s early identification and intervention 
processes, it came as no surprise to us that 93% of students who wrote the 2010 
Foundation Skills Assessment met or exceeded expectations including 18% 
exceeding expectations. 63% of Aboriginal students met or exceeded expectations 
(inclusive of 2 of 8 students who exceeded expectations). 
 

Grade 4 Foundation Skills Assessment Results Over Time 

 
 
In addition to this success in reading, 98% of Grade 4 students met or exceeded 
expectations for writing in 2010. 
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Target:  90% of our 
students reading fluently 
by the end of Grade 7 
 
All students not reading 
at grade level will be 
identified and supported 
with an Individual 
Education Plan, learning 
assistance and/or 
individualized literacy 
interventions. 

In June of 2010, 94% of our grade 5 students and 95% of our grade 7 students met 
or exceeded the district benchmark for reading fluency (ability to read text with 
speed and accuracy).  This is the fourth successive year we have met our targets at 
these grade levels. 
 
2010 Foundation Skills Assessment results indicate that 94% of Revelstoke’s grade 
7 students who wrote the Foundation Skills Assessment met or exceeded 
expectations with 80% of our Aboriginal students successful. 
 

Grade 7 Foundation Skills Assessment Results Over Time 

 
 
In addition to this success in reading, 95% of Grade 7 students met or exceeded 
expectations in writing in 2010. 
 
97% of Grade 4 students and 93% of Grade 7 students indicate they try their best 
at school. 

 
 
 
Target:  90% of our 
students are reading 
fluently at grade level by 
the end of Grade 9 

In 2007/2008, the groundwork was laid to extend our literacy goal beyond K – 7.   
As a result, the Gray Oral Reading Test is administered to grade 8 and 9 students 
who are not reading fluently and any new students to Revelstoke Secondary 
School.  Students not meeting the district benchmarks are supported individually 
so they may reach higher levels of fluency and success.  In 2009/2010, 91% of 
grade 8 students and 89% of grade 9 students met our benchmarks, achieving 
our target. We anticipate sustaining our high levels of success in English 10 with 
increased reading fluency. 

English	  10	  Avg.	  Exam	  &	  Course	  Mark	  –	  All	  Students 
2006/07 2007/08	   2008/09 2009/10 

Exam	   Course	   Exam	   Course	   Exam	   Course	   Exam	   Course	  

70%	   67%	   74%	   67%	   71%	   68%	   72%	   70%	  

English	  10	  Avg.	  Exam	  &	  Course	  Mark	  –	  Aboriginal	  Students	  

2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 
Exam	   Course	   Exam	   Course	   Exam	   Course	   Exam	   Course	  

64% 59% 69% 62% 70% 67% 58%	   68%	  
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Graduation – To Increase the Numbers of Students Who Graduate 
 

 
 
 
Target:  90% of our 
students graduating 

 

Six-year Dogwood completion rates in our school district have shown steady 
improvement over the last decade; rising from 64.4% in 97/98.  In 2008/2009 a 
new target was set to have 90% of our students achieve a Dogwood Diploma 

 
Six-‐Year	  Completion	  Rate	  –	  All	  Students 

2006/07	   2007/08	   2008/09	   2009/10	  
83%	   81%	   88%	   98%	  

Six-‐Year	  Completion	  Rate	  –	  Aboriginal	  Students	  
2006/07	   2007/08	   2008/09	   2009/10	  
63%	   66%	   53%	   82%	  

 
In 2009/2010, 69% of our students with special needs graduated, an increase from 
47% in 2005/2006. 
 

Target:  90% of our 
Grade 11 students 
transitioning to Grade 12  

Grade 11 transition rates to grade 12 is 83% for 2008/2009; including 80% for 
aboriginal students and 75% for students with special needs; data not yet available 
for 2009/2010. 

 
 

A School System To Be Proud Of – Goals Achieved 
 
Numeracy 
 
As a result of steady improvement annually in the area of numeracy at both grade 4 and grade 7, the district 
set aside its numeracy goal at the end of the 2006/2007 school year. The charts below describe our students’ 
continued success in numeracy, expressed in percentiles. 
 

      Foundation Skills Assessment Results Over Time 
 
 
 

Grade 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grade 7 
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Social Responsibil ity 
 
Over the past eight years the district has worked very successfully to enhance the social responsibility of our 
students.  Evidence from the Social Responsibility Performance Standards, our school based data regarding 
incidences of misbehaviour and student and parent satisfaction levels all indicate that we have made the 
improvements that we had set out to accomplish.  As a result, this goal was set aside at the end of the 
2007/2008 school year.  We continue all of the actions necessary to maintain our achievements in this area 
 
Comprehensive codes of conduct have been kept current at each school using the provincial standards.  Our 
most recent data indicated that record levels of students feel safe at school. 
 
A School System Committed to Support All Learners 
 
Secondary Student Academic Success 
 
We continue to focus on secondary students’ day-to-day success.  We aim to make it difficult for students to 
fail or perform at lower levels of achievement than they are capable.  As a result, we are seeing very small 
numbers of students experience a lack of success. 
 
Supporting Students Who Are Gifted and Talented 
 
Over the last two years the Board has supported additional staff resources at the school and district level to 
develop and implement a comprehensive identification and programming plan in the area of gifted and talented.  
This has included: establishing a clear criteria, implementing a district-wide screening process at grade three 
and grade seven and developing gifted programming in each of our schools that both assists students in 
working towards their potential and is inclusive in its delivery. 
 
Supporting Students With Special Needs 
 
We are implementing a well-researched problem solving model to support students who are not experiencing 
success. We have record levels of Educational Assistant staff supporting a wide range of student needs using a 
variety of intervention strategies. School, district and community teams work with high levels of collaboration 
to identify and further support students’ needs.  
 
      Numbers of Students  

  Moderate and Severe Behaviors 
 
  
We have seen significant reductions in numbers 
of students presenting with moderate or 
intensive behavioral needs. 
 
 
Moderate 
 
Severe 
 
 
 

    
 

 



Page 5 of 6 

 
Supporting Children in Care 
 
In each of our elementary schools, the principal monitors achievement of children in care, including: children 
with continuing custody orders, voluntary care agreements, interim custody orders and children with youth 
agreements.  We have established regular monthly communications between MCFD and district staff and staff 
regularly attend Interagency Case Management meetings. 
 
A district form has been implemented to support and document the monitoring process. District literacy 
benchmarks, report card information, provincial exam marks and attendance are all reviewed. 
 
 

The Board of Education’s Expanded Mandate 
 
Early Learning 
 
We continue to enjoy significant success in early learning, highlighted by the most recent Early Development 
Instrument data from the Human Early Learning Partnership indicating that the community of Revelstoke has 
the lowest young childrens’ vulnerability in the province.  We credit this success to the strength of our inter-
sectoral coalition supporting young children in our community.  The Early Childhood Development Committee 
remains committed to supporting all of Revelstoke’s children, one student at a time.   The district continues to 
provide support and leadership as much as possible to the Early Childhood Development Committee, to other 
districts in the province and in Pan-Canadian initiatives.  
 
  D.I.B.E.L.S. Kindergarten 

  Meeting Expectations 
 
The decreased vulnerability of pre-school children is 
positively impacting literacy in Kindergarten as 
evidenced by this graph, where in the past 3 years, 
well over 60 percent of Kindergarten students are 
meeting expectations for pre-reading skill 
development. 
 
 
Our Early Learning grant, generously provided by 
the Ministry, has supported a large number of 
initiatives in our community.  Leap Land, an indoor 
play space supporting gross motor development, 
opened in 2007/2008 at Mountain View Elementary 
School.  We have worked in partnership with the 
Revelstoke Community Child Care Society to open 
20 new school aged childcare spaces and 8 infant 
and toddler childcare spaces in our Farwell hub (a 
closed elementary school). 
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Community Literacy 
 
Our Board of Education was selected as one of ten demonstration districts for literacy planning.  We have 
refined, enhanced and updated our District/Community Literacy Plan incorporating the ReadNow BC strands 
and to reflect our current successes and challenges.  The Literacy Outreach coordinator plays a significant role 
in our community to ensure we are implementing our plan and working towards each of the goal areas in a 
meaningful way.  
 
Neighborhood Learning Centers 
 
Our District is grateful to be building the Province’s first two purpose-built Neighborhood Learning Centers in 
our community at each of the new Revelstoke Secondary School and Revelstoke Elementary School.  Our 
center at the elementary school will be an immense resource to parents and the community, housing an early 
learning hub and gymnastics center.  At the secondary school, additional youth therapy and meeting spaces, 
and a community theatre will expand program offerings significantly. 
 
Screen Smart 
 
The District plays a large role in a community wide initiative entitled, “Screen Smart - Helping Families Manage 
Media”.  We are currently sharing resources throughout the country and our Screen Smart website is a great 
resource for parents http://www.screensmart.ca.  We know that too much time involved with screens 
represents many lost opportunities for healthy physical activity, play and literacy. 
 
Planning for Student Success 
 
The annual Achievement Contract http://www.sd19.bc.ca summarizes the efforts of the school district’s work 
on goals to enhance the success of students. This Superintendent’s Annual Report on Student Achievement is 
intended to convey the success that we are experiencing and highlight the areas that we continue to work on.   
 
In addition, our district has a vibrant District/Community Literacy Plan, which also describes work in the area of 
literacy; it can be reviewed at Literacy Plan.  Our recently completed Aboriginal Education Enhancement 
Agreement identifies the key goals and strategies to support Aboriginal learners to higher levels of success.  
The district contributes to the Revelstoke Early Childhood Development Strategic Plan that supports our very 
youngest learners and families of children prior to entry into school. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Anne Cooper 
Superintendent of Schools 


