
 
 

Welcome to Kindergarten!  

Frequently 
Asked      
Questions 
As you and your child prepare to begin Kindergarten, you 
may have lots of questions.  Below are some of the common 
questions we receive, and you may have other ones.  We look 
forward to meeting you and chatting with you at the  
upcoming transition and orientation sessions! 

2.  I’m worried that the playground will be too busy.  How 
will the staff make sure my child is safe on the playground? 

In addition to the regular playground supervision, our newest young students will be 
introduced to the school playground with a gradual approach.  Teachers will explore the 
playground with their Kindergarten students to make sure that they are able to use the space 
safely.  For a time, Kindergarten students may have a portion of the playground designated for 
them to play in to help playground supervisors identify our youngest students at a glance.  Your 
child’s teacher and the school principal will work together to help the Kindergarten students 
have fun and stay safe.  
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1.    What if my child can’t make it through the 
whole school day? 

 Just as your child does at home or in preschool and childcare settings, 
Kindergarten children will participate in active play times, group 
times, quiet times, and time alone.  With a play-based approach to 
teaching and learning, it is our hope and expectation that most 
children will find Kindergarten inspiring, not tiring!  That said, 
there may be a period of adjustment in September.   
Help your child by:  
• getting him or her to bed nice and early and  
• providing a healthy breakfast and lots of  
nutritious snacks in their lunch.  
  

Come visit! We encourage you and your child to come explore the playground of 
your neighbourhood school. As well, be sure to attend all three of the transition 
and orientation sessions offered in the months ahead. Close communication 
between school, family, peers and community smooths the transition to K. (Pianta 
& Walsh, 1996; SL Ramey & Ramey, 1994) 
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3.  Will there be naptime? 
 There will not be a designated naptime in the day, 

however, there will be times in the day when quiet 
and/or self-directed activities happen.  
 

7. What if my child 
can’t sit for long 

periods? 

4.  What will happen if my child gets 
hungry during the day? 

Teachers schedule additional snack times in the day 
to ensure that children are not hungry.  If you have 
concerns that your child isn’t eating enough of their 
lunch, be sure to let his/her teacher know right 
away. 
 5.   Does my child need to know his or 
her numbers and letters and how to print 
his/her name to be ready for 
Kindergarten?  
 

6.   How do Kindergarten students get 
safely to and from school? 

In a word, no.  Children come to Kindergarten with 
a variety of skills and abilities and experiences.  
Children entering Kindergarten are not expected to 
know numbers, letters or how to print their name.  
Some students may have these skills, others may not.  
These are some of the many concepts that they will 
be learning in their Kindergarten year.  Many 
families wonder about this question, so we made 
“Kindergarten Readiness” the topic of the first 
Transition session on March 13th and March 14th.   

An adult should 
drop off and pick up 
their child.  Bus 
students should be 
accompanied by 
an adult to and 
from their bus 
stop, especially at 
the start of the 
year.   

8.   How can I help my child 
prepare for Kindergarten 
between now and 
September? 

ü Come to the Kindergarten transition 
and orientation sessions 

ü Read together a little every day 
ü Encourage your child to practice fine 

motor skills: cutting, painting, using 
tools, helping in the kitchen, etc. 

ü Active play, outside each day 
ü Screen time that is “two on one” – 

two people, one screen. Talk together 
about what you are viewing or 
playing  
 

 

A Kindergarten day has several 
breaks and opportunities for 
children to move and be active.  
Kindergarten children are not  
expected to sit for long periods 
of time, particularly at the 
beginning of the year.  
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We are delighted to welcome you and your child to Kindergarten in September.  This is a 
special and exciting time in your child’s life, and it is our goal to make their first experience 
of school a nurturing and positive one.  As you register your child for September entry, we 
ask that you also sign up for a series of transition and information opportunities.  It is our 
hope that these sessions will give you and your child, and your child’s teacher a chance to 
become familiar and comfortable before school starts in the Fall.   
 
School District No. 19 has partnered with the Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy to offer 
three sessions. You are encouraged to attend all three sessions, as different opportunities and 
information will happen at each one.  Two choices of times are offered for each session – 
please choose a time for each session that works for you. 
 

Welcome to Kindergarten!  
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Session Two 
Kindergarten Pro-Tips 

• Tips to make transition to 
Kindergarten easier.  

• Time to talk with 
Kindergarten teachers about 
their experiences and ways 
to ease into the year. 

• From worries to curiosity to 
discovery. 

 
 

Begbie View 
Multipurpose Room 

 
Tuesday April 10th 6:00 

– 7:30pm 
 

OR 
 

Wednesday April 11th 
9:30 – 11:00 am 

 

 

Session Three – 
Kindergarten Orientation 

• Half of the Kindergarten 
group at each school attends 
at one time.  

• Children and parents get time 
to explore the Kindergarten 
space, with teachers there to 
answer questions. 

• Storytime for students once 
everyone is ready; this gives 
parents a chance to chat with 
teachers in a small group. 

 
At your Neighbourhood 
school (AHE, BVE, or 

CPE) 
 

Wednesday, June 13th 
1:00 – 2:00pm 

 
OR 

 
Thursday, June 14th 1:00 

– 2:00 pm 
 

 

Session One – 
Kindergarten 

Readiness: Ready 
Children, Ready 

Parents, Ready Schools 

• Knowing what is expected 
at Kindergarten entry, and 
the big role parents and 
families have in knowing 
your child’s strengths and 
needs.   

• Some de-bunking of myths, 
checklists, and marketed 
products that claim to help 
with “Kindergarten 
readiness”. 

 
Begbie View 

Multipurpose Room 
 

Tuesday March 6th 
6:00-7:30pm 

OR 
Wednesday March 7th 

9:30 – 11:00 am 
 

 


