
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

School District No. 19 (Revelstoke)                                                              September 2019 

Indigenous Education 

 
We acknowledge in gratitude the four nations on whose territory we live and learn: the Sinixt, the Ktunaxa, the 

Secwepemc, and the Syilx.  This place is called Snkxykntn in the language of the Sinixt and Syilx. 

 

 Greg Kenyon 
District Principal Indigenous Education  

Indigenous Education Advisory Committee Goals 2019-2020 

For the 2019-2020 school year, the Indigenous Education Advisory 
Committee has set two major goals for Indigenous Education in 
School District No. 19.  The first is to explore moving away from an 
“Enhancement Agreement” model, which we work with at the 
current time, to a model where Indigenous Education is reflected in 
our district through School Board policy.  The philosophy of this 
move to School Board policy is that Indigenous Education is not an 
‘enhancement’, but a fundamental aspect of education for all our 
learners.  The second is a drive to create an “Indigenous Day of 
Learning” for all classes that want to participate to be held in 
Spring, 2020.  The focus of this day is to celebrate the place and 
space of Revelstoke with gratitude for the land and all of the 
opportunities we enjoy here.   

Orange Shirt Day 

“Orange Shirt Day” is taking place on September 30th this year.  Of 
course, most are now familiar with the story of the Phyllis Jack from 
Williams Lake, BC who was sent to residential school with a 
beautiful orange dress provided by her parents.  On her arrival, it 
was taken from her.  Her efforts to promote reconciliation for the 
residential schools experience has become a movement across BC.  
SD #19 will promote and participate in Orange Shirt Day on 
September 30th to support the efforts for reconciliation.  Students 
wear orange that day to show a desire to understand and move 
towards reconciliation in our community. 

Okanagan Youth Pow Wow 

On September 19th, 42 staff and students travelled to the Okanagan 
College campus in Kelowna to participate in the Okanagan Youth 
Pow Wow.  Hundreds of students from across the Okanagan 
attended.  Students were able to see traditional crafts, and to 
watch all manners of traditional First Nations dancing, from small 
children to adults.  Accompanying the dancers were three 
drumming groups.  Students were also invited to participate in the 
dancing.  The older students from RSS were fantastic in joining the 
elementary students in the event.  Special thanks to Lisa Moore for 
her organization of the event for SD #19 students! 

 

Our Five-Year Enhancement Agreement  

In collaboration with families, teachers, 
students, principals and community 
members Revelstoke Indigenous Education 
is continuing work on two main goals.  The 
whole document is available on the School 
District website, but we have also produced 
an easy chart to help teachers keep 
Indigenous Education at the front of their 
mind day to day in the classroom.   

Goal 1:  To nurture a spirit of generosity, 
belonging, independence, and 
mastery in Aboriginal students in 
Revelstoke 

Goal 2:  To integrate reconciliation and 
Aboriginal ways of knowing across 
all grades for all learners 

 



 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Lissa Cancilla 
Indigenous Education Support Teacher 
Happy New Year !"#$ 

My role again this year will be to help promote and assist with new BC Indigenous Curriculum materials.  I am based 
out of Revelstoke Secondary School and can be reached at lcancilla@sd19.bc.ca. 

Did you know that our Indigenous Education Advisory Committee will be organizing and participating in District-wide 
Day of Learning and Celebration this year?  Stay tuned for more details... 

*********************************************************************************************** 

Lisa Moore, 
Aboriginal Student Assistant 
Welcome Back! 

White we are reconnecting with students and planning for our first outings, I’d like to remind everyone that did you 
know that we support our Indigenous students with school work, applying for post-secondary scholarships, exploring 
and learning about their ancestry, and advocating. 

As well, we support all learners to continue to learn about traditions, struggles and strengths of our First Peoples. We 
support the First Peoples Principles of Learning to encourage experiential, inter-generational and land-based learning. 
I’m available at RSS, and through email lmoore@sd19.bc.ca 

*********************************************************************************************** 

Marlene Krug, 
Aboriginal Student Assistant 
We are pleased to be welcoming Marlene Krug who will be our new Elementary Student Assistant.  She has been in 
Revelstoke for many years, and you may have met her through her work with the Aboriginal Friendship Society.  
Marlene will be working in each of our elementary schools, bringing her skills and knowledge to student of Indigenous 
ancestry.  See the message below from Marlene. 

Hello, I am from the Tsimshian Nation and was raised in Terrace, BC. I have been in Revelstoke for 11 years.  I have  
one child in RSS, one in Begbie View and one in preschool.  I truly appreciate Indigenous culture and I am so excited to 
be in the schools to help.  It is so incredible that Revelstoke shares this land with four Nations, there is so much 
knowledge and history on these lands.  

 

 


