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Revelstoke Board of Education 
 

Regular Board Meeting (held virtually) 
February 3rd, 2021 

Minutes 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER  
Trustee MacFarlane called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
Trustee Chell spoke about the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada.  
He provided information on the formation of the Commission, the process, and  
the recommendations made in the Commission’s final report, and the importance 
of truth and reconciliation.  
We would like to acknowledge the nations on whose traditional territory we are 
gathering:  the Sinixt, the Ktunaxa, the Secwepemc, and the Syilx. 
 

ATTENDANCE  
Trustees:   MacFarlane, Chell, Rorstad, Zimmer and Pendergast  
Senior Administration: Superintendent Hooker and Secretary Treasurer Tisdale  
and: Administrative Secretary Magarian  
Guests: Bob Rogers, RTA President and one member of the media 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
21:  R-07 Pendergast/Rorstad   

“THAT the agenda be approved as presented.” 
CARRIED 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
21:  R-08 Zimmer/Pendergast  

“THAT the minutes of the Regular Board meeting of January 13th, 
2021, be approved as presented.” 

CARRIED 
DELEGATIONS 
 
SPECIAL REPORTS 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
ADMINISTRATION REPORTS  
 
SUPERINTENDENT HOOKER  

Administration Report:  Superintendent Hooker  
Received as information.  
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Superintendent Hooker presented his Administration Report highlighting the additional staffing 
that has been done and noting that for the first time in many years the district is facing a possible 
staffing shortage.  Each of the schools have coverage plans in place.  He noted that Michael 
Haworth, District Vice-Principal of Technology, has begun replacing older iPads in the Mobile 
Tech Project, which has been running for five years.  Other highlighted items included his 
meeting with Amy Shoup of the Rocky Mountain International Student Program (RMI) in School 
District No. 6.  The district is pleased to be welcoming 9 international students for the balance of 
the school year.  RMI put together comprehensive safety guides for the students and host 
families.  The students upon their arrival in Canada will be in quarantine for two weeks before 
they begin their studies at Revelstoke Secondary School. 
 
Six Year Completion Rates 
 
Superintendent Hooker provided an overview of the memorandum noting that the information is 
one of the many indicators we reflect on as we make decisions regarding student success.  The 
district is proud of the high graduation rate considering that last year’s graduates contended with 
three and a half months of disruption to their learning due to COVID. 
 
Breakfast Program Update 
 
Superintendent Hooker reviewed the update noting that with an average of 367 breakfasts daily, 
that is in excess of a 50% increase over last year in the number of students benefitting from the 
program.  He expressed the district’s gratitude to Melissa Hemphill the District Coordinator and 
the School Coordinators for the work.  He also noted the significant community support, most 
recently, the Big Eddy Pub. 
 
21:  R-09 Chell/Pendergast  

“THAT the Revelstoke Board of Education write a letter of thanks 
and appreciation to the owners of the Big Eddy Pub for their 
support of the Breakfast Program.” 

CARRIED 
 
Board Authority Authorized Course – Strategic Analysis Through Games 11-12 
 
Superintendent Hooker explained that this course in an extension of the course created for grade 
10 students by Kai Boggild, RSS Teacher, and the course is being expanded at the request of 
students. 
 
21:  R-10 Pendergast/Zimmer 
 

“THAT the Revelstoke Board of Education approve Strategic Analysis 
through Games 11 and 12.” 

CARRIED 
 

 Policy No. 5.6 Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity 
 
Trustee Zimmer presented the revised policies noting that it was updated in collaboration with 
the Indigenous Education Advisory Committee.  This policy will continue to be updated as 
understanding and language evolves. 
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21:  R-11 Zimmer/Rorstad 
 

“THAT the Board of Education approve revised Policy 5.6 Sexual 
Orientation and Gender Identity in accordance with Board Policy 2.4 District 
Policy Development and Review.” 

CARRIED 
 
Board Chair MacFarlane and Superintendent Hooker left the meeting at 5:27 pm to participate in the 
meeting called by the Minister of Education.  Vice Chair Chell began to chair the meeting. 
 
SECRETARY TREASURER TISDALE 
 
 2020/2021 Amended Annual Budget 
 
 Secretary Treasurer Tisdale presented his memorandum noting that the Finance and Facilities 

Committee reviewed the amended budget in detail at its January 28th, 2021 meeting.  He 
highlighted the Provincial and Federal Government grants which were provided to districts to 
assist with additional costs related to COVID including staffing (teachers, EA’s and Custodians) 
and supplies including cleaning equipment and supplies, plexiglass barriers, and masks.  He 
added that the expenses related to COVID are a concern for the 2021/2022 budget, as there is 
no indication that the Provincial and Federal grant funds will be available next year. 

 
 He concluded by confirming that the budget reflects the Board’s continuing focus on classrooms 

and maintaining high levels of support for students. 
 

21:  R-12 Rorstad/Pendergast 
 

“THAT the Revelstoke Board of Education give first, second and third 
reading and adoption to the attached the 2020/2021 Amended Annual 
Budget Bylaw in the amount of $17,227,007.” 

CARRIED 
OTHER 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Policy Review Committee Minutes of January 25th, 2021 
 
Trustee Zimmer presented the minutes noting that Policy 5.6 Sexual Orientation and Gender 
Identity was discussed earlier.  There are two new policies, Environmental Stewardship and Child 
Care that the Committee is developing.  The Committee also reviewed Policy 7.6 Non-Resident 
Students to update the policy to align it with current practices and language. 
 
21:  R-13 Zimmer/Pendergast 

 
“THAT the minutes of the Policy Review Committee meeting of 
January 25th, 2021 be received as presented.”  

CARRIED 
Education Advisory Committee Minutes of January 26th, 2021 
 
Trustee Zimmer presented the minutes noting it was an interesting meeting with a large number 
of participants.  The main focus of the meeting was to review the latest draft of the district’s 
Mission Vision Values document.  The process is a good exercise in looking at what is important 
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to our district.  The student representatives on the Committee plan to provide some artwork to 
add to the Mission Vision Values document.   
 
21:  R-14 Zimmer/Pendergast 

 
“THAT the minutes of the Education Advisory Committee meeting of 
January 26th, 2021 be received as presented.” 

CARRIED 
 
Finance and Facilities Committee Minutes of January 28th, 2021 

 
Trustee Rorstad presented the minutes noting that the 2020/2021 Amended Annual Budget 
reviewed at the meeting was discussed earlier.  He added that due to the uncertainty regarding 
the impact of COVID, the amended budget will be adjusted as needed.  Secretary Treasurer 
Tisdale will advise the board of any adjustments made to the amended Budget.  On behalf of the 
Board, Trustee Rorstad thanked Secretary Treasurer Tisdale and staff for their work. 
 
21:  R-15 Rorstad/Zimmer 
  

THAT the Report on Bills Paid for September and October 2020 in the 
amount of $2,652,428.34 be approved.” 

CARRIED 
21:  R-16 Rorstad/Pendergast 
  

THAT the Report on Bills Paid for November and December 2020 in the 
amount of $3,377,091.49 be approved.” 

CARRIED 
 Capital Project Updates 
 

Secretary Treasurer Tisdale provided a brief update to the information contained in the minutes.  
The millwork at Columbia Park Elementary School will be completed this weekend and the 
flooring contractors will be in Revelstoke this weekend.  We are waiting for the schedules of the 
painters and plumbers so that their work can be completed.  The new plans for the renovations 
at Arrow Heights Elementary School came earlier today.  The project will go to tender in early 
March and be awarded at the end of March in order for the materials to be in place prior to 
July 1st, 2021. 
 
20:  R-17 Rorstad/Pendergast 

 
“THAT the minutes of the Finance and Facilities Committee meeting of 
January 28th, 2021 be received as presented.” 

CARRIED 
TRUSTEE REPORTS 
 

British Columbia Public School Employers’ Association Annual General Meeting of 
January 28th, 2021 (held virtually)  
Trustees Zimmer attended the meeting which Trustee Chell chaired.  Both were impressed at 
how smoothly the meeting went with approximately 175 people in attendance.  The budget and 
resolutions were passed at the meeting with a large majority. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Letter from the Revelstoke Teachers Association dated January 27th, 2021 thanking the Board 
for its contribution to individual mental health support. 
 
Trustees thanked Bob Rogers, RTA President for the letter added that the Board is pleased to 
support teachers in their efforts to provide the very best experiences for our students. 
 

PUBLIC QUESTION PERIOD 
 
Trustee Chell invited members of the audience to ask questions related to items on the agenda. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting adjourned at 5:47 p.m. on the motion of Trustee Pendergast. 
 

CLOSED BOARD ITEMS 
 
• Scholarship 

 
 

  
 Chair 
  

 
 Secretary Treasurer 

DATED:  February 3rd, 2021 


