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Revelstoke Board of Education 
 

Regular Board Meeting (held virtually) 
February 24th,  2021 

Minutes 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER  
Trustee MacFarlane called the meeting to order at 5:02 p.m.  
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
Trustee Sarah Zimmer explained that the past number of weeks trustees have 
provided information on the Sinixt, the Ktunaxa, the Secwepemc, and the Syilx 
and about Truth and Reconciliation.  She researched the reasoning behind the 
acknowledgement and what purpose the acknowledgement serves by reviewing 
the words of Indigenous poets, writers, and teachers.  In summary, the purpose 
of the acknowledgement is to “match words with action” as naming does not 
reflect understanding.  We need to have uncomfortable conversations and view 
those conversations as acts of listening, as trying is how we move forward and 
make progress.  
 
We would like to acknowledge the nations on whose traditional territory we are 
gathering:  the Sinixt, the Ktunaxa, the Secwepemc, and the Syilx.  We would like 
to show respect and ask for the opportunity to listen and learn to all that the 
nations have to offer. 
 

ATTENDANCE  
Trustees:   MacFarlane, Chell, Rorstad (joined at 5:12 pm), Zimmer and 
    Pendergast  
Senior Administration: Superintendent Hooker and Secretary Treasurer Tisdale  
and: Administrative Secretary Magarian  
Guests: Bob Rogers, RTA President and one member of the media 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
21:  R-18 Pendergast/Chell   

“THAT the agenda be approved as presented.” 
CARRIED 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
21:  R-19 Zimmer/Pendergast  

“THAT the minutes of the Regular Board meeting of February 3rd, 
2021, be approved as presented.” 

CARRIED 
DELEGATIONS 
 
SPECIAL REPORTS 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
ADMINISTRATION REPORTS  
 
SUPERINTENDENT HOOKER  

Administration Report:  Superintendent Hooker  
Received as information.  
Superintendent Hooker presented his Administration Report highlighting his meetings with the 
district leadership team regarding the updated COVID guidelines provided by the province and 
his participation in the Education Stakeholders meetings with Interior Health.  The main areas of 
focus of the work with Interior Health are protecting the learning environment and the educational 
experiences of students and continuing to educate staff and students to reduce the risk of 
COVID.  He highlighted the BC School Superintendents’ Association Professional Development 
Planning Committee meeting with Kevin Lamoureux.  Kevin speaks on a range of topics focused 
on the work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission report, Canada’s history, and what we 
need to do to repair the harm done by residential schools.  Kevin will be giving a provincial 
presentation on April 22nd.  Superintendent Hooker will send out the registration information to 
trustees when it comes out.  He also noted the progress on a Mid-Contract Modification to revise 
the Collective Agreement language related to temporary teachers converting to continuing 
status. 
 
Secretary Treasurer Tisdale explained the annual facilities grant consultation process.  
 
Superintendent Hooker added that the Foundation Skills Assessments (FSA) are currently 
underway.  Principals, with support from teachers, have been very creative in administering the 
assessment and participation rates have been high.  It will be completed by spring break after 
which, principals will meet to do the assessment in order to provide feedback in a timely manner.  
Trustees noted that Minister Whiteside has committed to a full stakeholder discussion around 
the provincial assessment practices to ensure they are meeting our needs. 
 
Equity Scan Process 
 
Superintendent Hooker explained the work that has been done to date on the Equity Scan 
process.  He explained the meeting format has participants going into breakout groups to 
brainstorm ideas and reflections related to the questions.  The committee will then use the 
responses to develop our draft Equity Plan. 
 
Board Authority Authorized Course – Learning on the Land 11 
 
Superintendent Hooker presented the course acknowledging the work that went into developing 
the course framework and the alignment it has with our commitment to the principles of 
Indigenous Education.  Trustees noted that this course is a very important part of our collective 
work on a path of reconciliation. 
 
21:  R-20 Pendergast/Zimmer 
 

“THAT the Revelstoke Board of Education approve Board Authority 
Authorized Course Learning on the Land 11.” 

CARRIED 
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Board Authority Authorized Course – Skateboarding 10-12  
 
Superintendent Hooker presented the course noting that RSS Teacher Jeff Colvin, provided him 
with a great deal of background on how the course is successfully being run in other areas and 
the commitment the students have to seeing it run here.  Trustees noted appreciation for staff 
who continue to develop courses that inspire students and their passions. 
 
21:  R-21 Pendergast/Chell 
 

“THAT the Revelstoke Board of Education approve Board Authority 
Authorized Course Skateboarding 10-12.” 

CARRIED 
SECRETARY TREASURER TISDALE 
 
 Safe Return to Class Grant 
 

Secretary Treasurer Tisdale reviewed his memorandum noting that the majority of the funds 
were allocated to staffing and the balance to hand hygiene (hand sanitizer, soap and paper 
towel).  Secretary Treasurer Tisdale noted the significant district costs for staff who have been 
and will be off due to illness and the cost to the district for their replacement. 
 

OTHER 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
District Parent Advisory Council Minutes of February 3rd, 2021 

 
 Trustee Rorstad presented the minutes. 

 
21:  R-22 Rorstad/Chell 

 
“THAT the minutes of the District Parent Advisory Council meeting of 
February 3rd, 2021 be received as presented.” 

CARRIED 
Indigenous Education Advisory Committee Minutes of February 4th, 2021 
 
Trustee Zimmer presented the minutes noting that the Committee discussed the district’s Mission 
Vision Values Statement and whether there should be an acknowledgement at the end of the 
document. The discussion, which at times was uncomfortable, brought a lot of issues forward 
but was an example of the work that needs to be done as we work toward reconciliation. 
 
21:  R-23 Zimmer/Pendergast 

 
“THAT the minutes of the Indigenous Education Advisory Committee 
meeting of February 4th, 2021 be received as presented.” 

CARRIED 
TRUSTEE REPORTS 

 
 British Columbia School Trustee Association Provincial Council Meeting of February 19th, 2021 
 
 Trustee MacFarlane attended the meeting noting that there were some technical issues with the 

new voting process.  Below are the highlights: 
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• BCSTA President Stephanie Higginson gave her presidents report noting that the COVID 
Health and Safety Guidelines are working. 

• Budget will be a stand tight budget.  There were some changes to revenue and expenses 
due to COVID. 

• There has been a small change to the per diem rate. 
• The current childcare expense allocation will be increased, and the guidelines will be 

changed to include dependent care. 
• There will now be an appeals process for expense claims that were refused. 
• The three motions which were circulated all passed. 
• The BCSTA Annual General Meeting will be held April 15th-17th, 2021 on Zoom. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
 
PUBLIC QUESTION PERIOD 
 
Trustee MacFarlane invited members of the audience to ask questions related to items on the agenda. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting adjourned at 5:52 p.m. on the motion of Trustee Pendergast. 
 

CLOSED BOARD ITEMS 
 
• Letters of Permission 
• COVID Update  

 
 

  
 Chair 
  

 
 Secretary Treasurer 

DATED:  February 24th, 2021 


