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Revelstoke Board of Education 
 

Regular Board Meeting (held virtually) 
June 2nd, 2021 

Minutes 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER  
Trustee MacFarlane called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m.  
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
 
Board Chair MacFarlane on behalf of the Revelstoke Board of Education 
expressed the sincere condolences to the Tk’emlups te Secwépemc First Nation 
on the discovery of the unmarked graves of 215 children at the site of the former 
Kamloops Indian Residential School.  The impact of the residential school system 
continues to inflect pain and suffering on families.  Education is key – all across 
Canada we must all learn the history of the residential school system and work 
together to implement the recommendations made by the Truth and 
Reconciliation in order to begin to heal the ongoing suffering endured by 
Indigenous communities. 
 
21:  R-43 Pendergast/Zimmer   

“THAT the Revelstoke Board of Education write the following letters: 
• A letter of condolences to Tk’emlups te Secwépemc Chief 

Rosanne Casimir; 
• A letter to Prime Minister Justine Trudeau urging him to take action 

to implement the recommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Report; and 

• A letter to British Columbia Premier John Horgan urging him to 
continue to work to implement the recommendations laid out in the 
Truth and Reconciliation Report.” 

 
We would like to acknowledge the nations on whose traditional territory we are 
gathering:  the Sinixt, the Ktunaxa, the Secwepemc, and the Syilx. 
 

ATTENDANCE  
Trustees:   MacFarlane, Chell, Zimmer and Pendergast  
Senior Administration: Superintendent Hooker and Secretary Treasurer Tisdale 
 
Principals: Andy Pfeiffer, Principal of Columbia Park Elementary School  
and: Administrative Secretary Magarian  
Guests: Bob Rogers, RTA President; Barry Rourke incoming RTA 

President; and one member of the media (Liam Harrap)  
Regrets:   Trustee Rorstad 
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APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

21:  R-44 Pendergast/Zimmer   
“THAT the agenda be approved with the addition of Item 8.4 (A) Board 
Chair Report and Item 8.4 (B) Screen Smart Report.” 

CARRIED 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

21:  R-45 Chell/Pendergast  
“THAT the minutes of the Regular Board meeting of May 12th, 
2021, be approved as presented.” 

CARRIED 
DELEGATIONS 
 
SPECIAL REPORTS 

 
Columbia Park Elementary School : 2020/2021 Highlights 
presented by Andy Pfeiffer, Principal     
 
Principal Pfeiffer began his presentation by thanking trustees and explaining that his entire 
educational career has been spent in Revelstoke beginning in 1990 with teaching English at 
Revelstoke Secondary School, to his current position at Principal of Columbia Park Elementary 
School.  The theme of his presentation is “How are Students doing this year? – Well-Being, 
Connectedness, and Feelings about School.” 
 
Principal Pfeiffer reviewed the results of the Middle Years Development Instrument (MDI) for this 
year which indicated that overall students at the grade 4 and grade 7 level at Columbia Park 
Elementary School, are continuing to have levels of well-being, connectedness and good 
feelings about school consistent with previous years.  He had anticipated that due to the 
pandemic, students would be reporting lower levels of well-being, connectedness and feelings 
about school, so he and his staff were glad to see that was not the case.  He was particularly 
pleased with the high levels of connectedness to two or more adults at school.  Connectedness 
is a focus of the school and the district, as it has a significant impact on school success.  He was 
happy to see the high levels of connectedness particularly in such a challenging year as many 
of the normal school activities that bring all the students together could not be held.  One activity 
that did involve the whole school was the AAC (Augmentive and Assistive Communication) 
Project.  He explained that two Kindergarten students were non-verbal and used a PECS (Picture 
Exchange Communication System) to communicate.  Each classroom learned about the PECS 
system and created their own core boards.  On April 16th, 2021, the whole school used those 
boards to communicate without words. 
 
Principal Pfeiffer concluded his report by expressing his thanks to his staff for their strength, 
resilience and poise over the past year noting that everyone is looking forward to a “normal” start 
up in September. 
 
Trustees and Superintendent Hooker thanked him for the great work that he and his staff have 
done during a very difficult year and expressed appreciation to his staff, students and parents. 
 
Principal Pfeiffer left the meeting at 5:26 pm. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
ADMINISTRATION REPORTS  
 
SUPERINTENDENT HOOKER  

Administration Report:  Superintendent Hooker 
 
Received as information. 
 
Superintendent Hooker presented his Administration Report highlighting the grade 12 Capstone 
project which highlighted the tremendous diversity of skills that our students have outside of 
school.  He noted that Kevin Lamoureux will be the keynote speaker at the September 1st School 
Planning Day.  He asked Secretary Treasurer Tisdale to provide further information on the draft 
2021/2022 budget in particular the appropriated surplus for COVID related expenses.  Secretary 
Treasurer Tisdale explained that although the district anticipates some easing of the health and 
safety protocols, it is anticipated that some protocols currently in place such as disinfecting, 
additional cleaning, hand washing/sanitizing will remain.  Due to the costs associated with those 
measures the district intends to appropriate the surplus to cover those expenses in the 
2021/2022 draft budget. 
 
Superintendent Hooker advised that Interior Health requested that the district send out two letters 
Interior Health had written regarding vaccinations, one addressed to parents and the other 
addressed to students.  He sent the parents both letters advising parents that students would be 
receiving the letter addressed to them. 
 
Middle Years Development Instruments Results for Grades 4 and 7 
 
Superintendent Hooker presented the summary noting that the quality of relationships has 
always been an area of strength in Revelstoke adding that it was good to see that the 
connectedness with adults at home is higher than in previous years which is a good sign that 
students having to spend more time at home due to the pandemic was generally a positive 
experience. 

 
 Changing Results for Young Children Inquiry Group 2020/2021 
 

Superintendent Hooker presented the report to the board noting that the Inquiry Group used 
the “Action Research Model” for its third year.   
 

SECRETARY TREASURER TISDALE 
 
 2021/22 Capital Project Approval 
  

Secretary Treasurer Tisdale presented his memorandum advising that he has an addition, which 
is regarding electric buses.  The bus will be replaced under the capital project is the bus for the 
area south of town (Arrow Heights).  Currently, the largest electric bus holds a maximum of 76 
passengers and the district needs a bus that holds at least 84 passengers particularly for that 
route as that part of Revelstoke is the growing rapidly.  He will provide trustees with any further 
information he receives with respect to electric buses. 
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21:  R46 Pendergast/Zimmer 
 

“THAT the Revelstoke Board of Education give first, second and third 
reading to the attached Capital Project Bylaw No. 2020/21 CPSD19-01 in 
the amount of $1,071,284.” 

CARRIED 
Liam Harrap left the meeting. 
 
OTHER 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
District Parent Advisory Council Minutes of May 5th, 2021 

 
 Superintendent Hooker presented the minutes for trustee information.  He will be sending a card 

of thanks to each of the DPAC representatives. 
 
21:  R-47 Pendergast/Chell 

 
“THAT the minutes of the District Parent Advisory Council meeting of 
May 5th, 2021 be received as presented.” 

CARRIED 
Indigenous Education Advisory Committee Minutes of May 6th, 2021 
 
Trustee Zimmer presented the minutes noting Kevin Lamoureux’s virtual presentation to the BC 
School Superintendent’s Association on April 22nd, 2021, and that the district is looking forward 
to his coming to Revelstoke on September 1st, 2021 as the keynote speaker for the district’s 
School Planning Day.  The Committee is encouraging teachers to become more involved in 
Indigenous professional development activities.  The Equity Scan process has highlighted the 
work to be done on understanding implicit bias.  Trustee Zimmer express gratitude for the 
interplay between the Indigenous Education Advisory Committee and the Policy Review 
Committee. 

 
21:  R-48 Zimmer/Pendergast 

 
“THAT the minutes of the Indigenous Education Advisory Committee 
meeting of May 6th, 2021 be received as presented.” 

CARRIED 
TRUSTEE REPORTS 
 
BC School Trustees Association (BCSTA) Board Chairs Zoom meeting 
 

Board Chair MacFarlane advised that Board Chairs participated in a BCSTA meeting.  Some of 
the items discussed were the surplus and financial management policies that the government is 
developing.  The Ministry has provided the documentation to BC Association of School Business 
Officials (BCASB) for their review.  Secretary Treasurer Tisdale confirmed that he participated in 
a discussion earlier today regarding the documentation and further discussions will be taking 
place.  Vaccinations were also discussed, and it is hoped that schools will be back to as close to 
normal as possible in September.  District costs with respect to COVID will continue to be tracked 
carefully. 
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Screen Smart 
 
 Trustee Pendergast provided an update noting that fundraising efforts have been very successful 

wit funds received from Columbia Basin Trust Community Initiatives grant, the Revelstoke Credit 
Union and the Community Foundation.  Information on programs will be provided at a later date. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
PUBLIC QUESTION PERIOD 
 
Trustee MacFarlane invited members of the audience to ask questions related to items on the agenda. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting adjourned at 6:03 p.m. on the motion of Trustee Chell. 
 

CLOSED BOARD ITEMS 
 

 
  
 Chair 
  

 
 Secretary Treasurer 

DATED:  June 2nd, 2021 


